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Precious Promise 


By H. Cockrell 
2 Chronicles 25:9 


HE LORD — ever faithful 
To care for His own— 
IS ABLE to help thee; 
He'll never disown: 
TO GIVE THEE from out of His 
Great treasure store 
MUCH MORE than for Him 
Thou hast given — much more 
THAN THIS world of its treasures 
Or pleasures can give; 
Then surrender your all 
And for Him alone live. 


Golden Texts for the Home 


Where Christ is the Head, home can 
be a foretaste of Heaven. The husband 
and wife are “heirs together of the grace 
of life” (1 Pet. 3:7); and the children 
are brought up “in the nurture and ad- 

*monition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). The 
Apostle Paul gives inspired counsel to 
married believers in the great passage 
in Ephesians 5. Some husbands, how- 
ever, make the mistake of not reading 
far enough. They stop at verse 24, and 
with overbearing finality they apply the 
words of verses 22-24 to their wives. 
But these commands are primarily for 


the wives, and it is they who should take 
them to heart. Let the husband read 
on, through verse 25: “Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself for it.” 
What a high standard! It can only be 
met by the grace of God in the life. 
There is no room here for selfishness, 
or a domineering attitude. It is all the 
other way: a self-denying, self-effacing 
love, measured by the love of Christ 
for the Church. Only as both husband 
and wife heed the rules of this passage, 
and trust God for strength to obey them, 
can the right balance be kept in the 


home. 
x 
Under the Knife 


Surgery is a shock to the system. 
Yet it is sometimes the only way 
toward healing. We may shrink from it 
at first, and yet be thankful for it after 
weeks and months have passed. And 


x 


spiritual surgery is as necessary as phys- 
ical. One of tne weaknesses of the 
church today is that the flesh rebels 
against the knife, and consequently pas- 
tors and other Christian workers hesi- 
tate to use it. It is the personal appli- 
cation of Scripture that burts, yet it may 
be the very thing needed to heal. 
David’s sin was not laid open, until 
Nathan said to him, “Thou art the man.” 
More of this kind of application is 
needed today. Oswald Chambers makes 
the following striking comment on the 
duty of a Christian worker: “The call- 
ing of a New Testament worker is to 
uncover sin and to reveal Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, consequently he cannot be 
poetical. We are sent by God to lift up 
Jesus Christ, not to give wonderfully 
beautiful discourses. We have to probe 
stralght down as deeply as God has 
probed us, to be keen in sensing the 
Scriptures which bring the truth straight 
home and to apply them fearlessly.” 


b 


The Source of Spiritual Strength 


“Be strong in the grace which is in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1). 


OTHING is more beautiful in 
N Paul’s farewell Epistle than his 

tender solicitude for Timothy, his 
loyal colleague and beloved son in the 
faith (2 Tim. 1:2). The apostle is 
conscious that soon he must suffer mar- 
tyrdom, and the burden of responsibil- 
ity for the care of the churches will 
fall upon Timothy. The outlook was 
not encouraging. Many believers had 
deserted Peul (2 Tim. 1:15), false 
teachers were working havoc among 
the saints, and there were obvious signs 
of moral and spiritual declension (see 
2 Tim. 3:1-9, 13; 4:3, 4). Dark days 
were ahead for Timothy; days of trial 
and temptation, of difficulty and danger. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Therefore turn thou to thy 
God: keep mercy and ‘judgment, 
and wait on thy God continually” 
(Hos. 12:6). 




















The emperor Nero had encouraged his 
governors to arrest any who acknowl- 
edged Christ as King. Paul awaited his 
second trial and looked for no mercy 
from a cruel and relentless enemy of 
the Christian faith. Under such adverse 
circumstances Timothy might well be 
tempted to shrink from the task of lead- 
ership, even to dissociate himself from 
Paul for the sake of security. The apos- 
tle lovingly entreats him, not to be 
“ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner: .but be thou 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God” (2 Tim. 
1:8). Knowing that if Timothy was to 
“stand fast in the faith” and be a tower 
of strength to the church, he would 
need superhuman courage and strength, 
he exhorts him to “be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1). 
One grand thing about the Bible is 
that it not only tells us to be strong, it 
also shows how we may increase our 
own moral and spiritual resources, and 
thus be “more than conquerors” in the 
fight. 
God never leaves His-own to: face 
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life in their own meager resources, for 
He knows our weakness and need. It 
is mockery to tell a weak and helpless 
invalid to “be strong,” if you are asking 
him to do something which is beyond 
him. But when men of God were told 
to be strong, in the face of a very dif- 
ficult situation, they were assured of a 
strength greater than their own; they 
were pointed to the Source from which 
they could draw fully and freely, ac- 
cording to their need. Joshua was given 
a tremendous task when called to lead 
Israel into the Land of Promise, but as 
he stood on the threshold of Canaan with 
so many formidable foes to overcome, he 
was given an assuring promise: “Be 
strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9). No sol- 
dier goes to war on his own charges (1 
Cor. 9:7), the State provides him with 
pay, clothing, and training, and supports 
his dependents. In our conflict for the 
Lord against all the powers of darkness 
He provides all we need to be efficient 
in the fight. Thus the grand old war- 
rior, Paul, in handing over his charge 


to Timothy not only exhorts him to “be 


strong,” but also reveals the secret 
Source of strength, “Be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 
2:1). 

The word “grace” is used in many 
senses in the New Testament, but here 
it means that divine life or energy which 
flows frorn the living Saviour unto those 
who daily abide in Him. In mercy the 
Lord Jesus gives enabling grace to all 
who realize their weakness and insuffi- 
ciency, and look to Him in their time 
of need (Heb. 4:16). In the Lord Jesus 
there is fullness in grace, and the apos- 
tle of love who wrote his’ Gospel after 
a long life of service, and had suffered 
much for Christ’s sake, could truly say 
“of his fulness have all we received, and 
grace for grace” (John 1:16). Paul was 
a living example to Timothy of the suffi- 
ciency of Christ’s grace, for they had 
lived together in close intimacy for 
many years, Timothy had seen him 
when beaten, slandered, disappointed in 
. his converts, harassed by false teachers, 
distressed by physical weakness; and in 
his trials and temptations he had ever 
been radiant and triumphant. During 
a time of great adversity he cried out 
exultingly, “Thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph” (2 Cor. 
2:14). Because of that daily inflow of 
grace from the Saviour, with whom he 
was vitally connected, Paul could say, 
“When I am weak, then am I strong” 
(2 Cor. 12:10). 

We live in days when we shall surely 
fail unless we abide in Christ and His 
Word, and draw deeply from the well 
of divine grace. We see so many be- 
lievers and Christian workers who are 
losing courage, hope, and faith because 
they have been living and toiling on 
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their own scanty resources, which have 
become exhausted. They have been con- 
stantly giving out, and have failed to 
wait upon the Lord to renew their 
strength, with the result they have be- 
come moral and spiritual bankrupts. 
These are very hard and difficult days 
for all who live and labor for Christ. 
In an age which is deeply absorbed in 
the radio, the movies, the newspaper, 
sport, it becomes increasingly difficult 
to hold the young, to gain the ear of 
the people for the Gospel. There is a 
grave danger of allowing ourselves to 
be so overwhelmed by disappointment, 
so paralyzed by a sense of frustration, 
as to feel that nothing is worth while. If 
we are not to be victims of depression, 
if we are to be men and women of 
valiant heart, we must live in very close 
communion with the Lord Jesus, that 
His love and grace may flow unceasingly 
into our lives. Hearts which are “strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” 
will be brave, cheerful, triumphant in 
the darkest days. Like Paul they will 
find that grace enables them to rejoice 
in tribulation (2 Cor. 7:4). Even in 
days of moral and spiritual declension, 
those who are “strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10) 
are witnessing the Lord’s hand at work 
in the conversion of souls. 

There is no situation in life we cannot 
meet if we maintain our communion 
with Christ, and allow His grace to flow 
unhindered into our lives. His grace is 
all sufficient to meet our needs (2 Cor. 
3:5). “I have strength for anything,” 
said Paul, “through Him who gives me 
power” (Phil. 4:13, Weymouth). That 
has been the testimony of saints right 
down through the centuries. 

In the fifth century, in a cold Euro- 
pean climate, there was a great perse- 
cution of Christians. It was determined 
that all who acknowledge Christ must 
die. Forty young men in the prime of 
life were taken to a great castle on a 
cold winter day. In the courtyard a 
great fire was blazing, all was attractive 
and genial. They were led into rooms 
where there were comfortable couches, 
and into a great baronial hall, where 
the most tempting foods were set be- 
fore them. One by one they were asked 
to renounce Christ to save their lives 
and to enjoy ease, comfort, and luxury. 
Echoing the words of Peter they replied, 
“Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.’ We belong to Jesus 
Christ. We are ‘strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus.’ We shall die if need 
be, but we shall keep the faith.” And 
they went out, these forty men, to face 
the piercing cold: and suffer a cruel 
death. As they walked they chanted: 
“Lord Jesus, here are forty warriors 
come out to die for Thee. Grant that 
we may wear the crown in Paradise.” 

Through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
we can sing and smile, however hard 
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our lot, and we can meet death undis- 
mayed and unafraid. 


Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
And in His mighty power; 

Who the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror. 


Notes on Open Letters 
More About Doctors 


Twice in THe Sunpay Scnoo. Troues the 
question has been asked as to the moral 
propriety, or rightness of degrees which 
necessitates a string of letters after a 
man’s name, but as yet I have not seen 
an answer that satisfies me. 

I think no one questions the advisabil- 
ity, even necessity, of a good education 
—the best that can be obtained — but 
does one have to advertise what he knows 
by academic degrees pinned on him? Paul 
was highly educated, but I have yet to 
see in the Bible where he had to tell 
people so. If a man is a doctor of medi- 
cine, everyone in his community knows 
it; if he is a minister of the Gospel, peo- 
ple know it without a D.D. after his name. 
Why should we have to doctor divinity, 
anyway? 

Most common people don’t know what 
all those letters. mean, but they do know 
how much a man knows about the Bible 
and the Gospel messages, and how much 
of a Christian he is. 

Please explain the necessity of these 
titles. 

I enjoy every page of your splendid 
magazine, and think you have the pick 
of fine writers——A Texas reader. 


Degrees indicate briefly the academic 
training or honors that a man has re- 
ceived, Their value depends on the in- 
stitutions giving them. As the Tres 
pointed out recently in “Notes on Open 
Letters” (Nov. 17), usefulness in Chris- 
tian service does not depend on academic 
degrees, nor do such degrees make a 
man an infidel. The Trmes gave exam- 
ples of a few famous Christians who had 
had many degrees; while on the other 
hand there are great numbers of work- 
ers, both men and women, who have 
been greatly used of God and yet. have 
no such distinction. 

On several occasions Paul reviewed his 
background and training, emphasizing 
certain qualifications that gave him dis- 


(Continued on page 61) 








A CORRECTION 


It is to be hoped that the price given 
in the footnote with the editorial in the 
Missionary Number, December 29, will 
not deter readers from purchasing the 
very fine biography of J. O. Fraser, 
which was reviewed in the editorial. 
Through a typographical error the price 
was given as three dollars. But the 
correct price is two dollars. “Behind 
the Ranges — Fraser of Lisuland, South- 
west China,” by Mrs. Howard Taylor, 
may be obtained from the China Inland 
Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44. 








, 2a sensi 








Lesson for February 3 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Ill. ““When Johnny Comes Marching 


Ml 


Home Again 


True Christian sympathy, understanding, and 
common sense are 


needed if the church is to 


reach and help veterans 
By CHAPLAIN (CAPTAIN) DONALD J. MacKAY 


Tre program of the day is recon- 
version. The problem of economic 
and industrial reconversion is in- 
deed a great one. It is more than turn- 
ing the machines of war into machines 
of peace and having the wheels of pro- 
duction turning out washing machines, 
radios, electric gadgets, clothing, food- 
stuffs, and a thousand and one other 
items instead of bombers, tanks, ships, 
and ammunition. The thing that makes 
the problem so serious is the personal 
element. This has already been re- 
flected in the strikes and labor troubles 
and disputes of these past few peace- 
time months. And the problems are 
not lessened, but rather, increased by 
the. discharge of thousands, yes, mil- 
lions of men and women who have been 
serving in the armed forces. Readjust- 
ments must be made not only by these 
men and women who receive their hon- 
orable discharges from the armed forces, 
but by the greater number who receive 
them back into their homes, schools, 
churches, professions, trades, and indus- 
tries. 


The Church’s Part in Reconversion 


Schools are already coping with the 
problem and arranging their programs 
so as to receive the returning veterans 
whenever they are discharged. Indus- 
tries have their personnel supervisors 
to find the jobs for the placing of their 
returnees. And-so it is most fitting that 
churches and denominations should give 
this matter serious consideration. Actu- 
ally it should not be a problem but a 
program, a program that will help the 
veteran make the personal reconver- 
sion to civilian life. 

And who should be more interested 
in such a program than the true Chris- 
tian Church? Hers is a message of re- 
demption, of life, yes, of abundant life. 
During the war, with all its devasta- 
tion, desolation, and death, she has been 
sending forth the message of life. Mil- 
lions of copies of Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, Gospels, Scripture portions, and 
tracts have been distributed. Army and 
Navy chaplains have served the men in 
camps, bases, on board ship, and in 
places of combat on the land, the sea, 
and in the air. Men who never believed 
in missions have firsthand information 
of the accomplishments of missionaries 
in the lands they have visited. Some 
of the great battlefields of this war have 
been the mission fields we have been in- 
terested in, and should prove great and 
effectual open doors for the future. Our 
generation of young life is made up of 


This is the third in the series of 
four articles by Captain MacKay. 
In this article he emphasizes the 
need for real spiritual revival in 
many churches at home, and gives 
practical suggestions from the point 
of view of one who has served in 
the armed forces. An organization 
that aims to unite returning service- 
men who are believers is the “Chris- 
tian War Veterans of America,” 
which was incorporated in California 
last February. A notice of this as- 
sociation, including requirements for 
membership, the names of officers, 
and other details was given in the 
Times October 6, 1945. The head- 
quarters are in Suite 305, 208 W. 8th 
St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. 





men and women who have passed 
through experiences many of us cannot 
even imagine. They have experienced 
“the bitter cold of winter, burning heat 
of the desert, swamps, jungles with dis- 
ease and death, constant contact with 
danger from every possible direction, 
close companionship with death, the 
mental anguish and torture, the revolt- 
ing necessity of engaging in conduct 
which their earlier training taught them 
to abhor, long separation from those they 
love, being forced to destroy and kill” 
—all of these have entered into the life 
of our young people. These are condi- 
tions and circumstances that brought 
some of them to God, made Christ a 
living reality instead of a historic figure, 
and the Word of God truly a Word of 
Life. 

We have heard and read much on this 
matter of readjustment, or the recon- 
version of our returning service men 
and women. There is no doubt that 
readjustments for some will be most 
difficult. None of the lads who went 
away will return the same. Some of the 
changes will be for the bad, others for 
the good. The lad who went away will 
return an experienced and much trav- 
eled man. We refer to them as “our 
boys,” but they have done men’s jobs. 
Some of the things they saw, heard, or 
experienced they will never want to 
mention. Their silence will be hard for 
the folks at home to understand. 

When we think and speak of some of 
the moral readjustments, let us who 
know and love the Lord think in terms 
of His saving power, a power that can 
be exercised in the lives of those who 
believe. Those who have stayed at home 
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—and especially if that home has all 
the atmosphere and blessedness of a 
Christian home — will never realize the 
kind of world these lads have lived in. 
The communal life of the barracks lacks 
all the privacy of home. And some of 
our lads have lived this way for three 
or four years. They have had to put up 
with light on darkness, noise or quiet, 
and often with drinking, gambling, pro- 
fane and filthy language, and much else 
not of their choosing. Some have never 
gotten used to such a life. Others have. 
Some have put up with it, but hate it. 
Others have not only gotten used to it 
but have been unconsciously affected by 
it. True Christian sympathy and a spirit 
of understanding is needed and will be 
effectual in reaching and helping many 
of these lads. Many of them realize 
the need of changing their ways. Many 
want to and will be glad to learn of a 
Saviour who knows, loves, and cares. 
And so we see that this matter of re- 
adjustment is a mutual sort of thing. 

I think that all of us realize that 
though some readjustments will be dif- 
ficult, and there may be failures and 
casualties along the way, the so-called 
“abnormalities” scheduled to show up in 
many returning service men and women 
have been vastly overemphasized. After 
all, our soldiers and sailors are just our 
men and boys in uniform. True, they 
have had unusual experiences, endured 
unusual hardships, and participated in 
the most terrible war known to man. 
But every one of them appreciates, 
America and longs to be home as never 
before. Living in a man’s world and 
separated by long distances and time, 
they have idealized the home town and 
home folks. The folks at home and the 
old home town have taken on more 
glamor since they have been away. 


The Need for Mutual Understanding 


And that leads us to think again of the 
problem of readjustment on the part of 
the home folks. Unless home folks take 
care, they are going to find that some 
who were able to endure the rigors - 
of war and the ruggedness of military 
life will find home too much for them. 
Let’s recognize this, but not dwell on 
it unduly. It has never been easy for 
those who go out to battle and those 
who “stay by the stuff” to understand 
each other. The best way to do this 
is to get back to normal living as soon 
as we possibly can. Perhaps we shall 
never reach normality, for things never 
can possibly be what they were before. 
But let the changes enter into our nor- 
malcy. And we who are Christians have 
the advantage in this as we are careful 
for nothing, prayerful in everything, 
and praiseful in anything. These are - 
days when our hearts and minds need 
the garrison of God’s peace. It is the 
only thing I know of that will give to 
life these days the balance and poise 
that are needed. 

It would be a tragedy to change or 
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‘compromise our message, and further- 
more, unnecessary. Some chaplains ig 
the service and ministers in civilian 
churches ministering to servicemen fell 
into this pitfall. Their motive may have 
been a good one, that of ministering to 
the men. But in catering to these needs 
they failed to realize that methods may 
vary but their message is unchanging. 
The Gospel is still good news, and is 
still “the power of God unto salvation.” 
This has been proved over and over 
again and by thousands of men and 
women. 


Pastors and people in our home 
churches are faced with one of the great- 
est and most challenging opportunities 
God has ever entrusted to His people. 
Never in any other war has the Church 
been more represented among fighting 
men. From the Reception Center, where 
the lads were inducted, on through days 
of basic training, service here or over- 
seas, days of strain, some of combat and 
danger, and right on to the Separation 
Center, where they received their hon- 
orable discharges, the chaplain has been 
a familiar figure among them. Even 
though they did not attend chapel serv- 
ices, they heard his orientation lectures, 
his briefings at the times of movement, 
and his periodic sex-morality lectures. 
His was practically the first and last 
word given. They were familiar with 
the fact that Uncle Sam provided both 
chaplains and chapels. In the home 
camps where they had lovely chapels, 
to the overseas stations with their im- 
provised equipment, or even services in 
the field, they were constantly reminded 
of the provision for their spirituel wel- 


°C, 


Chaplain MacKay wishes a separatee God's blessing 


. on 
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fare. They saw the chaplains in camp, 
hospital, and combat, even sitting in at 
their mess, or on an occasional visit to 
their barracks or day rooms. He was 
God’s man among them, a representative 
of the church back home. 

And so from days of induction the 
chaplains had the oprortunity of mak- 
ing the lads conscious of God and the 
church. Because of this, the transition 
from military to civilian life for some 
will not be so hard. Those attending 
chapel have heard him talk and pray 
about the home churches. Besides his 
praying, they have heard over and over 
again his urging them to prepare them- 
selves for the places they would be 
taking in the church, the Sunday school, 
and young people’s groups when they 
returned home. Some have been doing 
this by augmenting their Bible reading 
and prayer life with correspondence 
Bible study courses. A few were active 
in Gospel team work, while others as- 
sisted in civilian churches near their 
stations. 

The average returning serviceman will 
not want a lot of “fuss” made over him. 
All will appreciate a genuine, sincere 
reception. But they want just to slip 
into the regular work of the church. 
However, it is the writer’s honest opin- 
ion that a great many of our home 
churches will need a real spiritual 
awakening if they are going to attract 
and hold the veteran. This does not 
mean high pressure methods and sen- 
sationalism. It merely means. the 


Church and Christians actually doing 
the work they are responsible to do 
(and alas, this is not being done by the 
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average). A church should always re- 
member its primary meaning and mes- 
sage, and not seek to compete with the 
world, for the world can do its own 
job in a much better way, and the world 
can never do the work of the Church™~ 
or the Christian. 

Men who have been used to large 
groups will not necessarily demand great 
congregations, but they will be quick 
to sense the reason for small, dwindling 
congregations. if it is lack of vision, or 
careless indifference and inattention to 
the commission of the Master. They 
will or should demand consecrated, spir- 
itual leadership. Churches should avoid 
the tragedy of turning over the business 
management, places of leadership, and 
privileges of teaching in the. Sunday 
school merely to men who have served 
in the forces, or to some who may have 
had a.strange and wonderful deliver- 
ance from a great threatening danger. 
Servicemen know, the importance of 
training.. They were trained for their 
duties, and will be quick to sense the 
shabbiness allowed by so many churches. 

Christian ministers and workers would 
do well to avoid the pious tones and 
solemn faces. Though there are some 
who: will’ have a love for liturgy and 
ritual, the average serviceman does not 
care for the “Sunday cloak” in any 
form. Many of them know the value 
of “unfeigned faith,” and have found 
Christ real in many practical ways. 
Though they may need training in rev- 
erence and worship, there is little or.no 
appeal to them in approaching God in 
artificial ways. 

Though we have stated that the aver- 
age serviceman will not want undue 
“fuss” made over him, or to be segre-. 
gated into a special group, churches and 
Bible schools may serve him: well, and 
profit themselves, by having such groups 
for fellowship or other reasons. After 
the glamor of his return has’ worn off 
and he gets back into the usual routine 
again, memories will bring. back days 
and experiences in the forces.. He will 
remember those who lived and served as 
he did. He will long for their presence 
and fellowship, and the warm heart will 
loosen the tightened lips to speak of 
these days. Groups for servicemen and 
their wives will not only provide oppor- 
tunities for fellowship, but should be a 
great contribution to the life and service 
of the churches. 

Pastors and workers should be alert 
to the needs, home, and other conditions 
of the servicergan. Long separations: 
may have brought their temptations and 
failures. These may crop up later in 
strained relations, family problems, and 
future infidelity. Many war-time mar- 
riages were hurried. Often the couples 
knew little of each other and less of 
their families. This, too, may be a source 
of future trouble, headache, and heart- 
ache. The soldier’s readjustments to 


(Continued on page 56) 
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God’s Word Meeting Man’s Need 


As suggested by the symbols of the Word found in the Scriptures 
By WILLIAM H. RICHIE 


IVINE wisdom has been demon- 

strated in the revelation of the 
Holy Scriptures, and by the variety of 
symbols which have been used to indi- 
eate the activities of God’s truth and 
grace. Sometimes a symbol is named 
in direct specific words, at other times 
it is indirect. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said definitely that “the seed” used by 
the sower on four differing kinds of 
soil was “the word of God,” —God’s 
message, spoken or written. In the case 
of the “mirror” or “glass,” as the word 
is used in the King James Version, it is 
less definite, but none the less mean- 
ingful. 

Rather than start with the Bible sym- 
bols, let us begin with man and his 
needs. How have the various needs of 
human nature been met by the written 
Word of God? We firmly believe that 
any spiritual need of any man can be 
met by the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Christian who would win another to 
Christ will do well to consider the most 
evident need of the individual and then 
present God’s truth in the wisest man- 
ner, or with that portion of Scripture 
by which the Holy Spirit can best meet 
the need. 

As we begin to analyze human nature 
we would not waste time by just think- 
ing of man’s estimate of himself, but 
rather we start with God’s point of view 
as revealed in the Bible. The logic of 
this may not appeal to every reader at 
first thought, but it may become evi- 
dent as we get farther along. The natu- 
ral state of all men is one of sinful dis- 
obedience to the will of God and utter 
inability to think God’s thoughts afier 
Him. He really is “dead [spiritually] 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). He 
has no experience in his own life of 
the holiness of God. “For all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23) is another way of stating 
this truth. Therefore man, every man, 
woman, boy, or girl needs to be “quick- 
ened,” or made alive, and this must be 
by the Spirit of God. The life of God 
must be reproduced within him. 

This primary need, and how it is met, 
has been stated for us hundreds of years 
ago by the compiler of that great and 
longest of the Psalms, the One Hundred 
and Nineteenth. The Psalmist prays re- 
peatedly, “Quicken thou me according 
to thy word” (vs. 25, 107, 149, 154). We 
note that God’s Word or message ,is 
given six other titles in this Psalm. The 
answer to the need is stated in verses 
50 and 93, for the Word, or “thy pre- 
cepts,” “hath quickened me.” In the Gos. 
pel of John, Christ stated it this way, 
“Ye must be born again” (John 3:7), 


or bern from above, by the Spirit. 
New life must be given a person by the 
Spirit of God, or else he has no spir- 
itual life in him. It is possible to all, 
possessed by the few. ‘ 

1, When Christ gave the Parable of 
the Sower, mentioned at the beginning, 
He said that when the seed was sown 
there would be some multiplication in 
life, some fruitage. ‘The seed,” He said, 
“is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). In- 
cidentally the next verse tells us that 
Satan is against this business of seed 
sowing and harvest; he doesn’t want 
people “saved.” The Apostle Peter, many 
years later, wrote his own commentary 
on these verses, when he reminded the 
early Christians that they were “born 
again . .. of incorruptible seed, which 
is the word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23). A 
moment later he says it is “the gospel” 
which has a harvest lasting forever. 
James in his Epistle put it this way, 
showing God’s operation in regenerat- 
ing the human spirit, “Of his own will 
begat he us with the word of truth” (chap. 
1:18), and he adds, “wherefore ... re- 
ceive with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls” (v. 21). 

These verses clearly teach that the 
Holy Scriptures, the written Word, the 
Gospel, is like seed; in good soil it ger- 
minates and grows and bears fruit. 
When it is “mixed with faith” (Heb. 4: 
2) in the human heart the Spirit en- 
genders new life in the human soul. It 
does not require a great volume of God’s 
truth —just a verse or two may bring 
about this work of grace. How little 
or how much must a person believe to 
trust in Christ and be saved’? First, 
he ‘should believe that he is a sinner and 
out of fellowship with God, in desperate 
need of Christ in his life. Second, he 
should believe the truth of the Gospel 
that “Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3), and that 
forgiveness comes through trusting in 
His merits. Thirdly, he will believe that 
Christ “rose again” from the dead, so 
that we serve a living Saviour and in 
Him we have hope for the future. This 
much would seem to be essential for 
an intelligent faith, and a small leaflet 
or tract can readily state this “Gospel.” 

Are we not therefore justified in claim- 
ing that broadcasting the Gospel in 
printed form is one important way of 
seed sowing, which Christ announced 
as the necessary preparation for His 
Kingdom? It is indeed an important 
service and most anyone can undertake 
it. A Scripture leaflet may be handed 
to a fellow traveler, to the salesman at 
the door, or left on the counter at a 
restaurant, or in the seat of a bus or 
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train. We are not responsible for the 
soil, but we are under orders to get 
out the seed. Just a small seed may 
be used to quicken another soul into 
life, and it is an investment for all eter- 
nity. 

2. After one has become a Christian, 
a child of God, a babe in Christ (vary- 
ing terms used in the Scriptures for the 
believer in Christ), he must have food, 
some spiritual nourishment. The Apos 
tle Peter exhorted those to whom h: 
wrote, “desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 
Pet. 2:2). Many years before the prophet 
of Israel, Jeremiah, had written, “Thy 
words were found and I did eat them’ 
(Jer. 15:16), indicating that he gained 
strength by meditating upon the Word 
of God. When the Lord Jesus met the 
temptations of Satan by the use of verses 
from the law of Moses, he affirmed, “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Physical 
life must be sustained by bread, but 
the spiritual life must feed on the truth 
of God. The weakness of many Chris- 
tians today is that they, like the children 
of Europe, are chronically undernour- 
ished. They miss getting their “daily 
bread.” 

The Christian witness can often help 
another to cultivate the habit of daily 
reading the Bible simply by giving out 
a pocket Gospel, something easily car- 
ried, ready to read at any time. The 
Gospel of John is called “the greatest 
love story in the world,” and what bet- 
ter “loaf of bread” can one give to an- 
other? A slice a day, a chapter a day 
for three weeks, and spiritual growth 
is pretty sure to result. 


3. As the believer walks the ‘highway 
of life, he comes to crossroads, or a fork 
in the road, there may be pitfalls, or 
dangers seen or unseen. He needs guide- 
posts of instruction as to the way; at 
night he needs illumination on the path- 
way. Having left the broad way “that 
leadeth to destruction” (Matt. 7:13), ‘he 
desires to walk the straight and narrow 
path of God’s choosing for him. God’s 
Word is again able to meet this need, to 
give the needed illumination along life’s 
pathway. The Psalmist declared,, “Thy 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
unto my path,” and “the entrance of 
thy words giveth light” (Psa. 119: 105, 
130). When faced with perplexity “as 
to what is just the right thing to do, 
when seeking guidance concerning the 
will of God for the believer, the reading 
and study of the Bible will always help 
one to find the right answer. Many 
Christians can testify of times when the 
Spirit of God has used some verse or 
portion of Scripture to indicate just what 
should be done, or a promise of the 
Word has given that extra lift to the 
faith to encourage a step on a new path. 

The illumination received from God’s 
truth must be acted on, truth understood 
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must be obeyed, before further enjight- 
efiment can be expected. ‘Some people 
today walk in spiritual twilight - or 
darkness because they have failed to 
believe and. obey some earlier illumina- 
tion of God’s truth. They took the wrong 
fork of the road and have been on the 
wrong road ever since. And some re- 
fuse to return to the fork, admit they 
were wrong, and start out again on God’s 
path for them, Some now try to listen 
to God’s voice in worship, or seek a new 
revelation from God, when years ago 
they refused to. obey the guidepost of 
God’s Word, which recorded the words 
of the Son of God, “No man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
Primary truth concerning our access to 
God, our salvation in Christ, must be 
accepted before secondary truth will be 
blessed to us. A person might under- 
stand and endeavor to live a life of sanc- 
tification, a life set apart for God, but 
unless it is resting in the merits of Christ 
and the justification which He has ob- 
tained for us, it will be of no avail be- 
fore the holiness of God: 


To obtain the light of God’s truth upon 
our problems, we need some considerable 
portion of the Scriptures, so that suffi- 
cient variety may be covered. A Testa- 
ment or a Bible may be needed for 
this service, and wide reading will help 
one to understand the principles of guid- 
ance by the Spirit. 

4. A fourth need becomes evident as 
we travel about from day to day. We 
see things or hear things, or perhaps 
think things that grieve the Holy Spirit, 
who has come to dwell in our bodies. 
We are in some measure contaminated 
by sin. We need a spiritual cleansing, 
a dash of cold water at the end of the 
day, to wash gut some “cobwebs” per- 
haps. Again from the One Hundred and 
Nineteenth Psalm we have the problem 
stated and answered in verse 9, “Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his 
way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word.” The priests of Israel had 
been well taught the need for cleansing 
ahd the constant use of water at the 
laver of brass where hands and feet were 
washed in the Tabernacle service. 
After the Lord Jesus had washed His 
disciples’ feet, He said to them, “Now 
ve are clean through the word which I 
have spoken unto you” (John 15:3). There 
is a cleansing, purifying action through 
hearing and meditating upon God’s truth. 
The: Apostle Paul echoes this thought 
in Ephesians, when he writes to the be- 
lievers reminding them that they are 
now “set apart” (Eph. 1:4) from the 
world and cleansed “with the washing 
of water by the word” (Eph. 5:26). Is 
this not the significance of Christ’s state- 
ment in John 3:5, “Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God”? 
The water is a symbol of the Word of 
truth, which by faith and the operation 
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of God’s Spirit becomes the means of 
one’s cleansing and regeneration: God 
forgives the sinner because Christ’s 
blood was shed for the remission of his 
sins. We confess our sins and by the 
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merits af the Son of God we are for- 
given. But it is the Word of truth, the 
cleansing message that brings all this 
into eur experience in salvation. 


(To be continued next week) 


“Our Days” in the Scriptures 


By MARY BRAINERP SMITH | 


N THESE momentous days none of 

us can be unaware of God’s hand that 
is turning and overturning among the 
nations, that these times are in God’s 
hands, even as were those of the Psalm- 
ist of old. A little study in God’s Word 
may help us all to realize, perhaps a 
bit more than we usually do, how our 
times may be most truly and mos 
closely in God’s hand. ‘ 

Our times come to us one day at a 
time, each day one of God’s good gifts 
to us, and for each day of our lives 
God has His special provision for us. 
He “daily loadeth us with benefits”; 
He gives us day by day “our daily 
bread.” 

First there are our yesterdays. With 
all of their mistakes, their shortcom- 
ings, their wrongdoings, and their tri- 
umphs, our yesterdays are in God’s 
hand. We can do nothing to alter them 
in any way; yet God has His word for 
us about those days. It is as true of 
us as of David that “the Lord has beset 
me behind and before.” God was in 
those yesterdays, and He says, “Re- 
member the former things of old.” “O 
Lord . . . thou hast done wonderful 
things; thy counsels of old are faith- 
fulness and truth.” For “he hath made 
his wonderful works tc be remembered,” 
that ‘through such remembrance we 
might “know that the Lord he is God; 
there is none else beside him.” Then, 
too, there is God’s promise based upon 
the -yesterdays, “As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with thee; ! will not’ fail 
thee, nor forsake thee.” And both 
Joshua and Solomon, because of their 
own. yesterdays, could say, “There hath 
not failed one word of all his good 
promise.” 

Then there is today, and our today 
also is in the hand of our God. His 
provision for today is :eady to our hand, 
for “he careth for you,” now, in the 
very present. “My grace is sufficient 
for thee,” — not was sufficient, nor will 
be sufficient, but it is suffidient today. 
David asks, “And now, Lord, what wait 
I for?” And Paul answers, “The life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.” “Who 
gave himself for me,” that was yester- 
day; but it is Jesus Christ who gave 
Himself, “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to day.” “Now are we the sons 
of God,” “heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ.” “Now, O Lord, thou art 
our father.” 


But what about our tomorrows? They 
are all unknown to us—are they, too, 
in God’s hand? Each tomorrow as it 
comes will be different in its possibil- 
ities, its opportunities, its needs. Have 
you discovered how God’s Word has 
its message for each of them, whatever 
that particular. tomorrow. may bring to 
us? 

Will it bring joy? “Thou, Lord, hast 
made me glad through thy work.” Will 
it bring sorrow? “The Lord is nigh unto 
them that.are.of.a broken heart... 
and none of them that trust in him shall 
be desolate.” “As one whom his mother 
cemforteth, so will I comfort you.” 
“When thou passest through the waters, 
I-will be with thee.” 

Will; tomorrow bring health and 
Strength? “Every good gift and every 
pefect gift is from above, and cometh 
dewn from the Father of lights.” But, 
if a tomorrow should bring pain and 
weakness, “the Lord will give strength 
unto his people,” “who healeth all thy 
diseases,” “who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation,” “knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience.” 

Will safety be tomorrow's portion? 
“Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
safety.” Will danger threaten? ‘Be- 
hold, God is my salvation; I will trust, 
and not be afraid.” 

Will prosperity-surround your tomor- 
row? “When... thy silver. and thy gold 
is multiplied, . . . thou shalt remember 
the Lord thy God: for it is he that 
giveth thee power to get wealth.” - Or 
will it be anxiety and trouble? “Be- 
cause -he hath set his love upon me, 
therefore will I deliver him.” “Your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need.” 

Will tomorrow be filled with toil and 
heavy responsibilities? “As thy days, 
so shall thy strength be.” Will it bring 
to you temptation? “God ... will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape.” 

Will it bring a burden of years? “I 
am God, ... and even to your old age 
I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you.” 

And what of our last tomorrow. on 
earth? Neither shall “death. . . be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

And when we remember the promises 
for every day, “Lo, I am with you 
alway,” “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee,” we can say as confidently 
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as could David, “Surely. goodness. and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of 


‘my life,” for Jesus Christ is “the same 


yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 


Though veiled the - future, -yet. it lies 
Within my father’s hand; 

Its joys and sorrows, cares and toils 
Shall come as He has planned. 

And, though o’er unknown paths I go, 
No fear my heart dismays; 

For goodness, yea, and mercy, too, 
Shall follow all my days. 


E’en down to old age all thy people shall 


prove 
Thy sovereign, eternal, unchangeable 
love. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 
’ 
Archaeological Light 
on the 
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By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Feasts of the Lord (Lev. 23) 


HE twenty-third chapter of Leviti- 

cus describes the seven great feasts 
of the Lord: the Passover (v.:&),.Un- 
leavened Bread (v. 6), Firstfruits (v. 
10), Wave-offering (v. 15), Trumpets (v. 
24), the day of Atonement (v. 27), and 
Tabernacles (v. 34). The critical view 
has held that these Hebrew feast’ days 
were borrowed from the pagan Ca- 
naanites by the Israelites. The Pass- 
over, for example, was presumably an 
agricultural feast borrowed from Israel’s 
heathen neighbors. 


Such a view is referred to by Nathan 
Isaacs (though not held by him) in his 
article on “Passover.” 1 Isaacs says that 
many writers have been eager to ex- 
plain the Passover festival as originally 
an agricultural feast, probably a harvest 
feast of Canaan. This explanation has 
become quite widespread in modernistic 
circles, and unfortunately is filtering into 
places that were once true to the Scrip- 
tures. A student. acquaintance of the 
writer recently attended a seminary that 
for over one hundred years had been 


-a stronghold for the truth of the Scrip- 


tures but has been changing in recent 
years: This student became convinced, 
while at that institution that the Pass- 
over was an agricultural feast, probably 
of Canaanite origin. ; 





The Canaanite Religions 


ECENT archaeological discoveries, 
however, show that the Canaanite 
religions of Syria and Canaan were far 
different from the truth of God as re- 
vealed in the Scriptures. The Ras 
Shamra Tablets, discovered on the coast 


1The International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia, p: 2257, section 6. 
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of Syria in 1929,2 have revealed to us 
the sensual nature of the paganism of the 
Canaanites. One tablet tells how their 
great god El had several wives. A part 
of it reads, “Women, each a wife of El, 
even his servants,—-he shall cleanse 
their lips, shaii lift them up; their lips 
are sweet, sweet like the pomegranate. 
With them is kissing and _ concep- 
tion .. .”3 

A recent publication by H. L. Gins- 
berg of some more of the -Ras Shamra 
Tablets includes one account of the Ca- 
naanite goddess Anath and her ren- 
dezvous with the god Aghat over their 





@See the author’s article, “Commentaries 
from the Clay Tablets,” in The Sunday School 
Times of April 14, 1945, for a description of 
the discovery and significance of these Ras 
Shamra Tablets. 


®A translation of this tablet is given in 
G. A. Barton, “Archaeology and the Bible,” 
Philadelphia, American Sunday-School Union, 
1937, 7th edition, p. 355, lines 48-51. 
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wine cups, and the subsequent bickerings 
and machinations of these Canaanite 
deities.4 

W. F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity has summarized the siginficance 
of these Ras Shamra texts in pointing 
out that each new publication of this 
material shows “the great gulf between 
the religions of Canaan and that of Is- 
rael.”5 We thus find that the critical 
view that the Passover was a Canaanite 
feast does not find support in the archae- 
ological discoveries. The Passover, as 
well as the other feasts of Scripture, 
was a revelation from God. 


WHEATON, ILL. 





4See the writer's article, ‘‘Recent Archae- 
ological Developments,” section on ‘“‘Canaan- 
ite Religious Tablets,” in The Sunday School 
Times of November 17, 1945. 


5“Recent Progress in North-Canaanite Re- 
search,” “Bulletin of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research,” No. 70, April, 1938, p. 
24. 


New Opportunities for Bible Distribution 


Extracts from a recent report of the Advisory 
Council of the American Bible Society 


Confirm shipment one hundred 
thousand Bibles, two and one half 
million New Testaments in Japanese 


language. .. . Pack in wooden over- 
seas cases under one hundred and 
fifty pounds. . . . Advise this office 


when shipment is ready.—Com- 
manding General, Port of Embarka- 
tion, Ft. Mason, Calif. 


N TERSE and dramatic language, the 

Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society, meeting at the Bible 
House in New York City on December 
4 and 5, heard the world plea for the 
Word of God. It came not only from 
the military but direct from the church’s 
emissaries in both the European and Pa- 
cific area. 

From Japan, where God’s secret of 
atomic power had been unlocked to 
spread death and destruction, came a 
plea for Bibles where once.there had 
been bombs. It was a plea for a powgr 
greater than atomic power—the power 
to be found in the Book — power to dis- 
place doubt with faith; power to dis- 
place fear with hope; power to displace 
hate with love. 

From Germany, where slow death 
from hunger is even more terrible than 
sudden death from blitz and bomb, 
comes a plea that there is a. heart hun- 
ger and a soul hunger which can ‘be 
satisfied only by the Ward of God. 

From tired China, where civil war 
continues tc strain the national chains 
of unity already worn thin by the in- 
vader, comes the plea for the spreading 
of the Bible that men might possess that 
knowledge and understanding for the 
building of a solid Christian unity. 

From literally hundreds of other spots 


on the globe (for the Scriptures have 
now been translated into 1,068 lan- 
guages) comes the plea for the Word of 
God. And in America the need for Bibles 
is no less real. The call can be heard 
in the establishment of millions of new 
homes as men are separated from the 
services; it can be heard in the tread 
of millions of migrant workers; it is 
heard in the call of the heart of the 
nation, for the Bible has been the foun- 
dation stone upon which our democracy 
has been built; and it is clearly heard 
as a cry from the churches, for the 
progress of evangelicals through the ages 
has been in proportion to the distribu- 
tion of the Bible. 
THe War Is OveER 

The war emergency has given way to 
a world emergency. The Advisory Coun- 
cil believes that the American Bible 
Society is to be commended for the re- 
markable work done during the war 
period. It is heartening to know that 
more than six million Testaments have 
been distributed to members of the 
armed forces. The Council is conscious 
of the fact that all of these were not 
used, and some were not appreciated, 
but correspondence received from. all 
parts of the world indicates that many 
of these Scriptures were treasured and 
were very helpful in times of crisis. 

During 1944, more than twelve mil- 
lion Scriptures were distributed by the 
Society — a figure surpassing that of any 
other year in the long history of the 
work. The current year’s distribution 
is maintaining a continued high level. 
This. remarkable job called for extra 
hours of work not only on the part of 


(Continued on page 60) 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. FEAST DAYS OF A PEOPLE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Leviticus; printed text, 29:7, 8; 23: 4-6, 15, 16, 24, 28, 34, 39-44 
Golden Text.—The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.—Psa. 126:3 


Kiyo JaAMEs VERSION 
Lev. 20:7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for 
I am the Lorp your God. 
8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the Lorp 
which sanctify you. 


Chap. 23:4 These are the feasts of the Lorp, even holy convo- 
cations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 

5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the Lorn’s 
passover. 

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of 
unleavened bread unto the Lorp: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread. 


15 And ye shall count unto you from the-morrow after the 
sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 

16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye 
number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto 
the Lorp. 


24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, 
a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 

28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day 
of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the Lorp 
your God. 


34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth 
day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacies for 
seven days unto the Lorp, 


39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye 
have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto 
the Lorp seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on 
the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 

40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, 
and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the Lorp 
your God seven days. 

41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lomp seven days in 
the year. It shall-be a statute for ever in your generations: ye 
shall celebrate it in the seventh monih. 

42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites 
born shall dwell in booths: 

43 That your generations may know that I made the children 
of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. 

44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts 
of the Lorn. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE feasts of Jehovah were the spe- 
cified occasions when God called 


upon Israel to celebrate past de- 
liverances and present blessings. Our 
word “feasts” is, perhaps, not the best 
translation of the Hebrew term, which 
means set-times, or appointed seasons. 
While some of these were occasions of 
joy and gladness, such as we associate 
with the thought of a feast or festival, 
others were times of fasting and afflic- 
tion of soul. Leviticus was the priests’ 
guidebook, giving explicit directions as 
to the various offerings, all typical of 
Christ and His redemptive work in vari- 
ous aspects, and setting forth other re- 
sponsibilities which the sons of Aaron 
were required to fulfill as they led the 
people in the worship of Jehovah. 
Leviticus 23 gives us what might well be 
designated as Israel’s ecclesiastical year. 
It is the table of the holy days and 
solemn and joyous convocations which 
were celebrated annually. These fall 
into two groups. In the spring of the 
year, they celebrated the Passover on 
the fourteenth day of the month Nisan, 
followed by the seven days’ feast of 
Unleavened Bread. The typical signifi- 
cance of this is made clear in 1 Cor- 
inthians 5:6-8. On the first day of the 
week following the Passover was the 
feast of Firstfruits, typifying Christ in 
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20, 23). Then 
fifty days later came the feast of Pen- 
tecost, prefiguring the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to baptize believing Jews and 
Gentiles into the body (Acts 2:1; 1 Cor. 
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12:13). All of these set-times have to 
do typically with the church of the prts- 
ent age. 

In the fall of the year, there were 
three other appointed seasons, which 
speak of the time when Israel will be 
regathered and brought to know Christ 
as their own Saviour. The feast of 
Trumpets ushered in the New Year, and 
tells of the blowing cf the great trum- 
pet to call together the outcasts of Is- 
rael (Matt. 24:31; Isa. 27:13). Follow- 
ing this came the solemn fast of the 
great day of Atonement, the type of 
Israel’s repentance and recognition of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Ohe who 
died to put away their sins (Zech. 12: 
11 to 13:1). After this came the hap- 
piest season of all the year, the feast 
of Tabernacles, picturing the millennial 
glory which will be brought in at 
Christ’s return (Zech. 14:16-21). 


The Historical Setting 


After the erection and dedication af 
the Tabernacle, God spoke directly to 
Moses out of the sanctuary (Lev. 1:1) 
and gave him the instruction cortained 
in this Book. It became the priests’ 
vade mecum, and had to be read and 
studied carefully, that its precepts might 
be carried out exactly as written. 


Verse by Verse 


Lev. 20:7.—‘“Sanctify yourselves ... 
and be ye holy.” It was a call to sep- 
aration from all thet was unclean. To 
be sanctified is to be set apart. God, 
the essentially holy One, would have all 
His people separated unto Himself. So 
today we are called to purge “ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God” 
(2 Cor. 7:1). 


Verse 8.—“I am the Lord which sanc- 
tify you.” These is a manward and a 
Godward side to sanctification. The 
people were to separate themselves from 
all known defilement. But it was God 
who had set them apart to Himself be- 
fore ever they could take the path of 
obedience to His commandments. Since 
the cross, all believers are sanctified by 
God the Father in Christ Jesus (Jude 1; 
1 Cor. 1:2), byt because of this we are 
responsible to follow after holiness (or 
sanctification) apart from which “no man 
shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Prac- 
tical sanctification is by the truth; that 
is, by obedience to the Word of the Lord 
(John 17:17). 


Chap. 23:4.—“These are the feasts of 
the Lord, even holy convocations.” It 
was Jehovah who appointed these set- 
times. As we study them in their order 
it is easy for the spiritually-minded to 
trace out a remarkable series of types, 
of which we find the antitypes in the 
New Testament and in the later pro- 
phetic Books of the Old Testament. All 
speak of Christ in the fulfillment of 
God’s eternal purpose for Israel and the 
Church. 


Verse 5.—“In the fourteenth day of the 
first month at even ts the Lord’s pass- 
over.” Before that solemn night in 
Egypt, this was not the first month. The 
civil year for Israel began in the autumn, 
in the month of September or October, 
according to our reckoning. But there 
Was a new beginning at that first Pass- 
over (Exod. 12:2) even as there is a new 
beginning for every soul now who, for 
the first time, appropriates the death of 
Christ—the Lamb of God—by faith. 
The Passover was the yearly memorial 
of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and 





a 


ON ee 








en 


Lesson for February 3 


the annual pledge of the work to be ac- 
complished by the true Passover Lamb 
at Calvary. 


Verse 6.—“On the fifteenth day... 
is the feast of wunleavened bread.” 
Leaven is always a type of evil. All 
evil is to be judged in the light of the 
cross of Christ, and put away forever 
from those redeemed to God. 


Verse 15.—“From the morrow after the 
sabbath . . . seven sabbaths shall be 
complete.”. The sabbath referred to is 
that of the firstfruits, of verses 10 and 
11, which typifies Christ in resurrection. 
He was the corn of wheat who fell into 
the ground in death (John 12:24). On 
the morrow after the sabbath He rose in 
triumph as “the firstfruits of them that 
slept.” Fifty days later came Pentecost, 
with which the new dispensation began. 


Verse 16.—“Ye shall offer a new meat- 
offering unto the Lord.” Ordinarily, 
the meat (or really meal) offering typi- 
fied Christ the sinless One. Here, how- 
ever, it is a leavened offering (v. 17), 
speaking of our sinful humanity. On 
Pentecost this new group—Jews and 
Gentiles, typified by the two wave- 
loaves — was presented to the Lord and 
sanctified by the descended Holy Spirit. 


Verse 24.—“In the seventh month in 
the first day ... a memorial of blowing 
of trumpets.” This was after the har- 
vest had been gathered in. It was the 
beginning of Israel’s civil year and pre- 
saged their return to the Lord when the 
present dispensation of grace shall have 
ended and God will take up Israel again. 


Verse 28—“A day of atonement, to 
make an atonement for you before the 
Lord your God.” When the Lord brings 
Israel back to Himself, it can only be 
on the ground of the work of the Cross, 
that te which they have been blind 
throughout the Christian centuries. But 
in that day of Jehovah’s power they 
will look back to Calvary and in bitter- 
ness of soul will enter into the reality 
of the atonement there accomplished. It 
will be there that they will understand 
and appreciate Isaiah’s great prophecy 
— Chapter 52 and other Scriptures. 


Verse 34—“The fifteenth day of this 
seventh month shall be the feast of tab- 
ernacles.”: - This eight-day celebration 
commemorated the forty years that Is- 
rael dwelt in booths, or tabernacles, in 
the wilderness, and looked forward typi- 
cally to that glorious era of blessing 
when, restored to God and to their larttl, 
the people of Israel will dwell in secur- 
ity, every one beneath his own vine and 
fig tree (Zech 3:10). 


Verse 39.—“When ye have gathered in 
the fruit of the land.” The work of 
harvesting all ended, the people were 
to be free to celebrate this time of re- 
laxation and thanksgiving in happy fel- 
lowship together and in worshiping the 
One who had given them richly all 
things to enjoy. The feast was to begin 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4, January 27.—A People at Worship. 
Exodus 24 to 40 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. February 10.—A People Disciplined 
(Temperance Lesson) Numbers 








on one sabbath and end on another, 
speaking of the rest that remains for 
the people of God (Heb. 4:9). 


Verse 40.—“Take ... boughs of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees ... of 
thick trees, and willows of the brook.” 
With these they were to make festal 
booths, or temporary structures, in which 
they were to “rejoice before the Lord” 
as they recalled His merciful care of 
Israel in their wilderness wanderings. 


Verse 41.—“‘Ye shall keep it a feast 
unto the Lord.” While it meant enjoy- 
ment to Israel, it was to be observed as 
unto God, their Preserver and King. 


Verse 42.—“All that are Israelites born 
shall dwell in booths.” Those of the 
Chosen People alone could appreciate 
the meaning of this feast. For them it 
was the.most gladsome time of the year. 


Verse 43.—‘That your generations may 
know that I made the children of Israel 
to dwell in booths.” It is the tendency 
of our selfish hearts to forget God’s past 
goodness. He would have His people 
remember His preserving care to all 
generations. 


Verse 44.—“Moses declared unto the 
children of Israel the feasts of the Lord.” 
As the law-giver, Moses made known the 
will of God regarding these memorial 
times. Israel’s happiness would result 
from glad obedience. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are all prone to forget the great 
things God has done for us. It is be- 
cause of this the Lord has given to the 
Church the’ ordinances of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, and indicated His 
pleasure in the faithful observance of 
the Lord’s Day as a time for worship 
and testimony. For Israel of old, He 
Himself gave instruction, through Moses, 
concerning the appointed seasons when 
He would have His people commemorate 
annually past deliverances and present 
mercies. All was for their good and for 
God’s glory. 


Lesson Outline 
TYPICAL MEANING OF THE 
Set-TIMEs OF JEHOVAH 
Leviticus 23 
1. The Passover—Christ Sacrificed for Us 
(Lev. 23:5) 
2. The Feast of Unleavened Bread—Prac. 
tical Sanctification (vs. 6-8) 
3. The First Fruits—Christ in Resurrec- 
tion (vs. 10, 11) 
4. The Day of Pentecost—The Descent 
of the Holy Spirit (vs. 15-20) 
5. The Blowing of Trumpets—Call for 
Israel’s Regathering (v. 24) 
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6. The Great Day of Atonement—Israel’s 
Repentance (vs 27-32) 

7. The Feast of Taberfitles, or Ingath- 
ering—Israel’s Kingdom Rest (vs. 
34-44) : 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

A Feast of the Jews. It is noticeable 
that what had been instituted as the 
feasts of the Lord eventually degenerated 
into mere feasts of the Jews. This ex- 
pression is found twice in John’s Gospel 
(chaps. 5:1 and 6:4). It indicates the 
sad state of the people who had gotten 
so far away from God that He no longer 
recognized their appointed seasons. They 
did not honor Him as they kept these 
times religiously. They made them the 
occasions of the display of their own 
fleshly confidence and legal condition of 
heart. We may take warning from this 
as to the danger of observing Christian 
ordinances in a manner that only serves 
to gratify the pride of our own hearts, 
instead of honoring the Lord who gave 
them. 


Applications and Summaries 

The Passover and the great day of 
Atonement both spoke of the death of 
Christ and God’s acceptance of His work 
on our behalf. 

The feast of Firstfruits followed close 
on the Passover, for it is only by the 
resurrection of Christ that we have as- 
surance of the value of His sacrifice. 

It is as we receive God’s testimony by 
faith that we enjoy the results of the 
work of redemption. Have we definitely 
taken Christ as our own Saviour? 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT were the feasts of the Lord? 
2. What value had they? 


3. Which of these appointed seasons have 
had a typical fulfillment already? 


4. Which await fulfillment when Israel 
turns again to the Lord? 


5. How did the Israelites find time fer 
all the sacrifices, offerings, and feasts that 
God commanded? 


6. What days did we as Americans ob- 
serve originally as holy days that now have 
been commercialized and degenerated into 
holidays? 


7. What was one of God's all-inclusive 
commands to the Hebrew people? ; 
8. How much time should a person give 
to God? 
(Answers on page 55) 


w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
ee 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ar and explaining the conditions upon which 
llustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
lustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
lustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent popes shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Witness of Experience.—The Lord 
hath done great things for us; whereof 
we are glad (Psa. 126:3, Golden Text). 
In Yosemite Park, on the foot trail lead- 
‘ng up to Vernal Falls, there were scores 
of tourists, most of them unaccustomed 
to the stiff climb of the path. Every 
shady nook sheltered travelers who had 
stopped to rest. Many were asking how 
much farther it was to the view-point. 
At a turn in the road an aged couple, 
on their way down, was resting in the 
shade of a great rock. All of the tourists 
were encouraged by the mere presence 
of the two old folks. They smiled 
brightly and told inquirers cheerily that 
the view was worth the climb, and all 
moved on up the trail with stronger step. 
There are many people in the Christian 
life who serve this same purpose on the 
way. Their sphere of living may be 
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small; they may appear to have narrow 
lives; but their very presence is an en- 
couragement to all who walk. Youth 
may run by, unthinking, but mature 
Christians, pressed by the burden and 
heat of the day, are lifted toward the 
Lord by the simple presence of a truly 
overflowing Christian. Let us watch 
our silent witness—From Revelation. 
Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, Schenectady, 
| > - 


No. Singing for Infidelity——The Lord 
hath done great things for us; whereof 
we are glad (Psa. 126:3, Golden Text). 
Christianity came into the world on the 
wings of song. Infidelity never sings. 
Unbelief has no music, no anthems, no 
hymns, oratorios, or symphonies. When 
Robert Ingersoll died, the printed notice 
of his funeral said, “There will be no 
singing.”—From Hugh Thomson Kerr. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Conspicuous by Its Absence.—Sanctify 
yourselves therefore, and be ye holy 
(Lev. 20:7). An old colored minister 
was praying earnestly for unction. A 
white minister, who heard him, asked, 
“What is unction?” “Brudder,” he: re- 
plied, “I dunno whut it is, but I knows 
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when it ain’t!"—From Christ Life. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. 


What Part?—Sanctify yourselves (Lev. 
20:7). The new church was at last com- 
pleted, and one of the officials ap- 
proached the bishop of the diocese with 
a request to come and consecrate the 
building. “What part do you want me to 
take in in the dedication service?” asked 
the bishop. “Take in the whole thing 
from underpinning to steeple,” replied 
the other. That is consecration —all 
life’s energies and resources devoted to 
one great purpose—From the British 
Weekly. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Result of Persecution.—The Lord’s 
passover (Lev. 23:5). Pobjendonostow, 
a persecutor of the Jews in Russia, once 
asked a Jew what he thought would be 
the result of the persecutions if they con- 
tinued. The answer was, “The result 
will be a feast.” Pobjendonostow could 
not understand the answer, so the Jew 
illustrated it from history. Pharaoh de- 
sired to destroy the Jews, but the result 
was the Passover. Haman desired to de- 
stroy the Jews, but the result was the 
Purim. Antiochtis Epiphanes desired to 
destroy the Jews, but the result was the 
feast of the Dedication of the Temple. 
Thus it has always happened in the his- 
tory of the Jews. Shall the present trial 
of the Jews be a feast of reconciliation 
between Israel and their King, Jesus, the 
Son of David, and the Son of God?— 
From Dansk Missionblad. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

It Was Noah’s Heart.—And ye shall 
afflict your souls, and offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord (Lev. 23: 
27). A missionary friend wrote us. the 


following: I was reading in the hearing | 


of my little boy the other day from the 
eighth chapter of Genesis: It is about 
the offering Noah made unto God after 
he had been released from the ark. As 
the smoke from the altar ascended, we 
read, “And the Lord smelled a sweet 
savour.” I said to the lad: “It’s funny 
that God could smell a sweet savor from 
that burning meat. It doesn’t smell very 
good to us.” He answered at once; 
“Well, it wasn’t the meat God smelled, 
Daddy; it was Noah’s' heart God 
smelled.” - The little fellow was right— 
From the Good News Broadcaster. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. 


What They Missed—To make an 
atonement for you (Lev. 23:28). A bril- 
liant young preacher went to his first 
church, full of pride, learning, and fo- 
rensic ability. His congregation had a 
certain pride, too, in this newly ac- 
quired product of the theological semi- 
nary, with two degrees after his name 
and many ohs! and ahs! after his 
breathless perorations. But they missed 
something. One day, when the young 
man entered his pulpit, crammed with 
reason and rhetoric, he saw a note pin- 
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Lesson for February 3 


ned on his pulpit sofa, bearing the 
legend, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” The 
fire died out on the altar of learning 
that day. Ere he returned to the pulpit 


‘again he had builded another altar, and 


above it was a form like unto the Son 
of man, and they who came to be 
thrilled, remained to pray. On a later 
Sunday the young minister found an- 
other note pinned on the pulpit sofa, 
which read, “Then were the disciples 
glad when they saw the Lord.”—From 
the Revival Pulpit. Sent by John J. 
Bunting, Cambridge, Md. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Happy Feast Day (Lev. 23:1-3, 39-43) 


wet holidays do we have in Feb- 
ruary? (A calendar showing Sun- 
days and special days in red may be 
used.) What other national and re- 
ligious holidays do we keep? What 
happened that made those days impor- 
tant to us? Moses’ people, the Hebrews, 
had their holidays, too; not merely holi- 
days from work, but holy days of. wor- 
ship and praise. 

Let’s pretend we are skipping from the 
United States in February, 1946, for a 
short visit to Palestine in October, after 


. the Hebrews had reached their new coun- 


try. Tirzah and Michael welcome us. 
We seem to be in a fairyland of leafy 
houses made from tree limbs. As Tir- 
zah leads us into one, Gloria exclaims, 
“What a lovely house for a doll house !” 
“Doll house!” returns Tirzah;. “that is 
our house for this week.” “Your house! 
Don’t you have real houses to live in?” 
“Yes, of course, but this holiday week 
we live in this tent of boughs instead 
of a house.” “Like camping out,’ John 
suggests. “Something like that,” replies 
Michael, “for everybody in our country 
comes here to Shiloh, where the Taber- 
nacle is, for this holiday.” 

“But what’s the holiday for?” ques. 
tions Tom. “When our people camped 
on the way from Egypt to this country, 
they made little houses, or tabernacles, 
like these to live in. It’s a kind of 
thanksgiving, too, for we wait until the 
crops are all in, and thank God not only 
for saving our people long ago, but for 
giving us plenty now.” 

“That’s something like our Thanks- 
giving in America,” remarks Alice. “We 
remember the Pilgrims and the log cabin 
days of our country as well as thank 
God for the good things He gives us 
now. We go to church in the morning, 
and then at home have a turkey dinner 
with lots of good things. What else do 
you do, Tirzah, beside live in the house 
of leaves?” 

“The first day is like a Sabbath, and 
we don’t do any work, but we all go to 
the Tabernacle, carrying branches of 
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trees, which we wave in praise and 
prayer during the service.” “Can we see 
the Tabernacle?” Betty asks. “Yes, come 
with me,” and off Tirzah starts. Wind- 
ing about among the many camps, we 
soon come in sight of the church tent 
—the Tabernacle. We can look into its 
courtyard with the linen curtains. We 
see the smoke rising from the brass 
altar, and smell the odor of burning 
meat. Tirzah tells us that on the first 
day there is not only the usual lamb 
burned on the altar, but thirteen young 
bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs, and 
a kid for a sin offering. Besides all that, 
the people bring their thanksgiving of- 
ferings of animals and food. The fat is~ 
burned on the altar for God, a piece is 
given to the priest who helps, and the 
rest is eaten as a happy thanksgiving 
meal —a feast of the Lord — by the fam- 
ily, their servants, and their guests. 
For a week these sacrifices continue, 
but each day with one less bull. 
Then on the eighth day is another holy 
day, when no work is done, and a great 
service is held in the Tabernacle. 

“Thank you, Tirzah and Michael,” we 
smile and wave good-by, as we hurry 
back to our own land. “Say, Tom, didn’t 
what Tirzah said about carrying the tree 
branches to church remind you of Palm 
Sunday when the crowds cheered the 
Lord Jesus?” John asks. “Why don’t 
we offer all those sacrifices now?” is 
Alice’s question. 

The Lord Jesus Christ offered His life 
on the cross. Could all the bulls and 
rams and lambs and goats in the world 
ever equal Him in value? He let us have 
Himself, the most valuable thing in the 
world, as our offering to God, given once 
for all on the cross of Calvary. 

Bible references connected with the 
story may be printed on paper leaves. 
(Lev. 23: 34, 39-43; Num. 29: 12, 13, 16; Deut. 
16: 13-15; Josh. 18:1; Neh. 8:14-18; Zech. 
14:16; John 7:2, 14, 37; Matt. 21:8, 9; 
Heb. 10:4, 10, 14.) 

BuCKSPORT, MAINE. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
praise Thy name our Heavenly Father, 
that Thou art indeed the Lord. We do 
not have to resort as the heathen do to 
gods many and variable, but we have 
the joy of knowing that Thou art the 
one God whom we worship, and out from 
whose heart of love flows the guidance 
that is given to Thy children from Thine 
own infinite knowledge and wisdom. 
Give us, we pray Thee, a true under- 
standing of all that we need to know 
concerning Thyself and what Thou dost 
do for man. May we realize that in 
Thy revealings of Thyself we have the 
assurance of Thy prevailing power and 
holiness. We ask for this understand- 
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ing in the name of Him whom we serve 
day by day with no shadow of reserva- 
tion. In His dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God often asks 
great things of us, human and weak 
though we are. In this fine lesson He 
is asking those who follow Him to be 
holy, that is, whole and entire, and con- 
sistent in doing what He so plainly asks 
us to do. These are all such everyday 
matters! Every time you look over this 
lesson you will see what it means to be 
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holy, to be clean in one’s life, to be 
Christlike in one’s relation with others, 
We need not be afraid of being too holy 
when some other folks may say that we 
go almost too far in keeping our lives 
free from unworthy things. We had 
better go just as far as the Scriptures 
urge us to go, and: then we shall not 
mind the criticism by others, for we 
shall be pleasing to God, and that is far 
more important than the favor of those 
around us. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 











For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Happy Feast Day (Lev. 23:1-3, 39-43) 


LONG time ago some churches used 

to have what they called a Harvest 
Festival, in the fall, after the crops were 
all in. Each man and woman, boy and 
girl, brought something they had raised 
or made. How beautiful that Sunday 
school room looked, with bright red and 
yellow leaves in vases and on the piano! 


Men came with bushel baskets of 
yellow corn, or red apples, or golden 
apples. Some brought onions and po- 
tatoes. The ladies brought glasses of 
clear amber and red jellies and canned 
fruit, and dressed chickens. The boys 
and girls brought big yellow pumpkins, 
carrots, and cabbage from their gardens. 
Some big boys brought hams and sides 
of bacon made from their own’ pigs. 


It was a happy time. Everybody was 
smiling, and they always closed the 
meeting by singing, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.” 

Our lesson today is about another 
happy feast that the Children of Israel 
kept long, long, long ago, hundreds of 
years ago. It was in the fall, after the 
crops were gathered, and it was called 
the feast of Tabernacles. 

God told them just what to do. On 
the first day they would gather palm 
branches and branches of thick, leafy 
trees, and get willow trees from the 
brogk, and build little booths or taber- 
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Calendar for 
1946 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times.. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. 


Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 

Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 

There is a Scripture memory verse for 


each day in the year. 
PRICES 
(Postpaid) 
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Be gts 4 «x's Se MP ss 6 6s 17.50 
ak ae a Se 6M. we ee 31.50 
gg ate acta 4.75 300... .. 45.00 


It makes an ideal, moderate-priced gift, 
and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 
tunity to earn extra income by the sale of 
these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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nacles, like a little house made of 
branches and leaves. 

Then for seven days they all lived in 
these booths. What a funny thing to do! 
But God had a reason for telling them 
to do this. He had brought them out 
of Egypt, and He wanted them and their 
children and their grandchildren always 
to remember it, so they were to have 
this feast of Tabernacles every year in 
the same month, and praise God for hav- 
ing brought them out of Egypt, and 
made them dwell in booths. For all the 
seven days of the feast they praised God 
and were happy because God had saved 
them out of Egypt. 

We do not have a feast of Tabernacles, 
for that was for only those born Israel- 
ites, but we ought to praise and thank 
God for a good many things. All peo- 
ple in America should thank God that 
the war is over, and we had no fighting 
or bombing in our country. They should 
thank God for food and homes. 

Then those of us who are born-again 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have 
much more to be thankful for, a Saviour 
who died for us, and the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in our hearts and guides us. 
We do not have to build a booth to live 
in, we can praise God right where we 
are, any time, day or night. Be sure 
you do not forget to thank God for 
something every day. 

Teachers may use the Dot-to-Dot pic- 
tures for handwork. The children can 
print the Golden Text on the same paper. 
Or you could use a flannelgraph picture 
of a booth. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there were seven great 
annual feast days observed by Is- 
rael, Gdd’s Chosen People. The Lord, 
Himself, instituted these feasts and gave 
Moses very particulsr directions as to 
the details for them. The three princi- 
pal ones were the Passover, the feast 
of Weeks, and the feast of Tabernacles. 
Each one was designed to be a re- 
minder and a refresher: to remind God’s 
people of His providing and protecting 
providences in the past, to remind them 
of God’s continued care and claims upon 
them, and to refresh and gird them for 
their part in His future program. It was 
a good thing. Of course it was a good 
thing, for it was planned in the infinite 
wisdom of God. Every man was re- 
quired to take part-in the feasts, ex- 
cept those who were incapacitated by 
sickness or infirmity. And every man 
was required to purify himself by cere- 
monial washings and consecrations that 
he might go into the celebration with 
clean hands. The Israelites were very 
careful to carry out these details with 
great precision. 
We also have, in our time, “feast days” 
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commemorating outstanding events in 
connection with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. About six weeks ago we cele- 
brated the birthday of our Lord, and 
called it Christmas; a few weeks hence 
we shall celebrate the resurrection of 
our Lord, and call it Easter. In the fall 
there will be a Thanksgiving holiday. 
All of these are designed to bring us 
very close to God in meditation upon 
His great love for us, His treat sacri- 
fice for us, His providing and protect- 
ing care, and His very definite claim upon 
our lives. It is a good thing to have 
these special seasons to call us away 
from our usual pursuits and make the 
opportunity for reflection upon our spir- 
itual and material blessings. Too often, 
however, they are merely used as a holi- 
day for idleness or pleasure of a kind 
that has no relation whatever to the 
meaning of the “feast.” Too often, in- 
stead of a spiritual awakening and re- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for February 3 


freshing, the celebration results in a 
heavy toll of accidents, deaths on the 
highway and by drowning and shooting. 
The business world has recognized these 
feast days by suspension of work to 
allow employees and employers alike 
an opportunity to celebrate them. The 
silent, closed doors of a business house 
or a factory, as a rule, are far more sug- 
gestive of the meaning of the feast than 
the way in which some Christians cele- 
brate. 

Take your Bible seriously, fellows, as 
the expression of God’s will that we 
shall take time at the proper seasons 
to bow before Him in humble gratitude 
for His never failing mercies and His 
claim upon our lives. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ow 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“These are the feasts of the Lord” 
(Lev. 23:4).—It should be noticed that 
the instructions concerning the seven 
feasts of the Lord follow the mention 
of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a prep- 
aration for them all. It speaks of that 
restful spirit in which God would have 
the feasts observed. 

, And it is essential that we respond to 
the Saviour’s invitation, “Come unto me, 

. and I will give you rest,” before 
there can be proper enjoyment of that 
which God has purposed and provided 
for His children! 

A sin-burdened man walked along a 
street in Chicago, on which an open- 
air service. was being held. As he 
reached the spot where the Christians 
stood, the speaker was quoting from 
Matthew 11:28. 

About all the man heard was the last 
word, “rest,” for he was preoccupied 
with a knowledge of.a grievous sin 
which he had committed. But, hearing 
that one word, caused him instinctively 
to walk directly to the speaker and ask, 
“Did I hear you say something about 
‘rest’?” The street preacher said, “You 
did, for I quoted the words of the Sav- 
iour.” 

The man with the troubled conscience 
asked, “What are the Saviour’s words?” 
And when he was told he said, “It is 
rest that I want more than anything 
else in the world—rest of conscience, 
rest of mind, rest here, and rest here- 
after; so please tell me how to come 
to the Saviour.” 

He was told, and immediately re- 
sponded. He found such sweet rest that 
he exclaimed, “Now, I am ready for 
anything.” And the first thing he did 
was to go to the nearest police station 
and confess the crime he had committed. 

Our God is the God of joy and peace, 
and wishes His people to be happy and 
joyful. He instituted these seven feasts 
for Israel to observe “to the Lord” — 
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but they have significance for us as 
well (Rom. 15:4). These feasts typify 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


“In the fourteenth day of the first 
month at even is the Lord’s passover” 
(v. 5).—Exodus 12 contains the inspired 
account of the institution of the Pass- 
over for Israel. And the Spirit of God 
through the Apostle Paul says to Gen- 
tile believers, “For even Christ our pass- 
over is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

We know that Christ has been sacri- 
ficed and that He bore the judgment 
due to us, that we might live by Him. 
How precious the thought that we can 
constantly rejoice before God because 
Christ our Passover has been sacrfficed 
for us! What a feast that Lamb makes! 


“And on the fifteenth day of the same” 
month is the feast of unleavened bread 
unto the Lord: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread” (v. 6).—The feast of 
Unleavened Bread was inseparably bound 
up with the Passover, and has very 
practical meaning for believers today. 

As soon as the apostle says, “Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us,” he 
gives us one of the blessed “therefores” 
of Scripture, such as, “Therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness; but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 
5:8). 

The seven days of the feast of Un- 
leavened Bread represent the entire pe- 
riod of our sojourn in this world; there- 
fore our. celebration of the Christian 
festival runs the full time of our stay 
here. Nothing inconsistent with our 
confession of Christ as Saviour and Lord 
should be tolerated by us throughout 
our lives as Christians. 

“Old leaven” would be something car- 
ried over from the old lump of dough 
which, of course, corresponds to our 
“old man.” The “new lump” corresponds 
with “the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true 
holiness” (Eph. 4:24). All that corrupts 
and puffs up must be purged out. 


“Seven days ye must eat unleavened 
bread” (v. 6). —For us, Christ is the un- 
leavened bread. There were no cor- 
rupting nor inflating ingredients in Him. 
His temptation manifested the fact that 
He was unieavened. A careful study 
of His every motive, act, and word will 
reveal nothing but sincerity and truth. 

Since we are to keep the feast with 
“the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth” (1 Cor. 5:8), we must feed upon 
Him. He said, “He that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me” (John 6:57). 

Speaking of sincerity recalls my 
mother-in-law, one of whose favorite 
expressions was, “He that is of a merry 
heart hath a continual feast” (Prov. 15: 
15). She is with the Lord now, but she 
so thoroughly kept the feast with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth, 
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that her character was virtually trans- 
parent ! 

On one occasion a daughter of hers 
who had recently learned to drive an 
automobile and had completed her first 
long drive said to a brother of hers, 
“What would you say if I told you that 
I had been arrested or the trip?” (She 
had not been arrested, but was teasing 
him because she knew he was an ex- 
perienced driver.) 

The brother definitely asked, “Were 
you arrested for speeding?” His sister 
simply smiled back teasingly. 

Wanting to know the truth of the mat- 
ter, he turned instantiy to his mother, 
who had accompanied the daughter on 
the trip, and asked, “Mother, was she 
arrested?” The son knew that his 
mother could not even pretend an un- 
truth. Before she had time to answer, 
he said to his sister, “You were not 
arrested; look at Mother’s face !” 

What a testimony it would be if peo- 
ple merely looking at us could tell that 
our constant diet was the Bread of sin- 
cerity and truth! 

The feast of Firstfruits typifies Christ 
in resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20); the feast 
of Weeks with its two wave loaves 
may speak of Jew and Gentile brought 
together in one offering to God and made 
one in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13); the feast 
of Trumpets reveals the regathering of 
Israel (Matt. 24:31); the feast of Atone- 
ment gives us the repentance and cleans- 
ing of Israel (Zech. 12:10-14; 13:1); and 
the feast of Tabernacles pictures the 
final rest. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. bs 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Days, WEEKS, AND SEASONS For Gop 


OD’S interest in individuals extends 

throughout the year, with special 
emphasis upon certain days, weeks, and 
seasons. ; 

Read the text (Lev. 23). List the three 
main feasts of the Hebrew people, and 
the lesser feasts that accompanied them. 
Use them to illustrate God’s plan of sal- 
vation: Christ, our Passover; our risen 
Lord; our indwelling Helper; our com- 
ing King. 

What* was the social significance of 
the feasts? In a day when travel and 
communication were difficult, these 
feasts brought the people together, build- 
ing up their patrictism, friendship with 
one another, and devotion to God. They 
would return to their homes refreshed 
in body and spirit, and with their minds 
and hearts fille? with inspiration to 
carry them through the next period of 
daily, weekly routine until another sea- 
son of holy convocation. 

Compare priestly and congregational 
worship with consistent worship of a 
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present-day, born-again Christian (2 
Chron. 31:2, 3; Rom. 12:1, 2). 


Burnt offerings for morning and night 


(Luke 9:23; Acts 17:11). 

Weekly worship (1 Cor. 16:2). 

Special days of remembrance and dedi- 
cation (Deut. 8:2; 32:7). We should turn 
our thoughts to God each day for.im- 
mediate problems, a new experience in 
worship, but on each special holiday 
we may concentrate on a different phase 
of His wonder-working power. 

Now list the four seasons of the year, 
and trace God’s hand all the way along. 


-From an agricultural point of view the 


seasons mean: planting, cultivating, har- 
vesting, and enjoying the fruits of the 
harvest. Each day on a farm, or any- 
where else for that matter, there is new 
work to do, new beauty to enjoy, new 
trials to overcome, and neW mercies for 
which to praise God. 

Social and educational life, too, 
changes with the seasons, and the 
weather takes a major part in varying 
our interests. How may we remember 
God with every change? 

Name our four chief American holi- 
days, and explain how they may build 
up our patriotism, friendships, and de- 
votion to God; or how they may be a 
means of tearing us down physically, 
morally, and spiritually. Easter and 
Christmas, which came to us from other 
countries, offer splendid . opportunities 
to make America conscious of Christ, 
while Fourth of July and Thanksgiving, 
as well as several other national holi- 
days, call attention to some of the en- 
during values of life. As Christians, how 
can we turn holidays into “holy days” in 
our families, our community, and our 
nation? 

What is the meaning today of the He- 
brew feasts? Compare them with sea- 
sons of spiritual growth: 

Passover—Time for believing in Christ 
as Saviour (1 Pet. 1:19). 

Unleavened Bread—Time for cleans- 
ing.and surrender (2 Cor. 7:1). 

First Fruits—Time of victory through 
the risen Christ (Phil. 4:13). 

Pentecost—Time for being filled with 
the Spirit and power to serve (1 Cor. 
12:13). 

Trumpets—Time for testimony (Acts 
1:8). 

Atonement—Time for revival (Heb. 
9:14, 22). 

Tabernacles—Time to “look for his ap- 
pearing” and be ready (Jas. 5:7, 8). 

Our years on earth are preparing us 
as individuals for years of eternity with 
Christ. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, 
and be ye holy ...I am the Lord which 
sanctify you” (Lev. 20:7, 8; Heb. 10:10, 
14). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Lesson for February 3 


. . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 49) 
1. They were seven specially appointed 
seasons given to Israel by God. 


2. They commemorated various events in 
Israel’s history and celebrated God's merci- 
ful care of His people, and they fore- 
shadowed God's future dealing with His 
people. 

3. The Passover, the Unleavened Bread, 
the Firstfruits, and Pentecost. 


4. The feast of Trumpets, the great day 
of Atonement, and the feast of Tabernacles. 


5. These things were first—the duties of 
life. God’s plan has always been for His 
service to be the business- of our lives; 
other things are mere accessories. ° 

6. Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. 


7. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy: for I am the Lord your God” (Lev. 
20:7). 


8. All of one’s time, talents, and posses- 
sions should be surrendered to God, but 
for specific services a Christian should wait 
upon the leading of the Holy Spirit. 


Children at Home 


Fishing With Doughnuts 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


OR little Benjy! The Straight 

Shooters Class of boys had been 
asked to meet Pastor Olson in the prayer 
meeting room. And Benjy was one of 
the class, the very youngest one. But 
when Mr. Olson asked how many would 
help in the special meetings next week, 
all raised their hands but Benjy. For 
what could he do to help? 

Tom said his uncle, who ran a store 
downtown, would let him put in the 
store window a big card telling all about 
the meetings. Bob said he would stay 
with the neighbor’s little boy so its dad 
and mother could come. Jimmy, who 
lived on a farm, said he’d help with the 
tnilking so the whole family could be 
present. And Allen said he’d invite his 
friend next door and bring him along 
if he could. 

But Benjy couldn’t think of a single 
thing. That is, not till they were all 
going into church for worship. Then 
he whispered to Pastor Olson, “I'll try 
to get Idaho Pete to come with me some 
night.” 

“That will be wonderful,” the pastor 
whispered back. “And I'll pray every 
day that you'll be a good fisherman and 
land your fish for the Lord.” 

The next morning Benjy came down 
late for breakfast. He didn’t have time 
for anything but cereal and milk. So 
stuffing a doughnut into his pocket, he 
ran off to school. 

On the way Benjy had to pass a bad 
smelling place called a saloon. All kinds 
of whiskey and beer were sold there. 
And out in front, as usual, stood Idaho 
Pete. 


“Hello, Pete !” called Benjy, for though 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* (15) 55 















TODAY - - - as never before . . . youth needs to 
be prepared for what tomorrow may bring .. . 
for service .. . for a victorious American life. 


YOUTH HYMNAL, containing material for 
complete worship services, meets the needs of our 
young people better than any other book. It is 
built around such topics as Challenge, Consecra- a 
tion, and Courage. se ; 
. 34 Worship Programs, Responsive Read- 
Ings and Prayers, in its 224 pages. Dark 
blue and gold waterproof cover... 
easily cleaned. $50 per 100 not postpaid. / 





























H 
The Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co, $OCRE® MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
Please send examination copy of YOUTH HYMNAL. | 
Nas or Cuvacn— 
Name ‘ 
(] Pastor _ O Superintendent () Committee Member ' 
t Appress— City ann State _— 
When answering adverti ts, pl mention The Sunday School Times. 








$5,000.00 
FICTION CONTEST 


The Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company Announces 


a new contest for writers of Christian adult fiction. A prize of $5,000.00 will be awarded 
for the novel most successfully depicting Christian faith and Christian living. 

The publishers are aware that, on the whole, Christian fiction has fallen far short of the 
literary standards established and maintained in the secular fields; and they fully agree with 
recent critical articles published in the “Moody Monthly” and other religious periodicals. 

The purpose of this contest is to encourage Christian writers to raise the art of the 
Christian novel to a new and acceptable level. “Roofs Over Strawtown,” winner in a 
recent contest conducted by the Eerdmans Company, indicated a definite forward step. 
It received an excellent press and was enthusiastically read by a discriminating public. It 
is hoped that the new contest will result in further progress and that in the near future 
we shall have superior Christian novels to rank artistically with the best in secular fiction. 

In harmony with this program, it is desirable that in the submitted manuscripts the 
presentation of Christianity will be achieved through skillful delineation of the charac- 
ters as they move naturally through the narrative, and not through direct teaching 


or moral izing. 
CONTEST RULES 


1. All residents of the United States and Canada 
are eligible to enter. 


2. Manuscripts should be around 106,000 words or 


6. Only unpublished work is eligible for the contest. 
7. Only one manuscript should be submitted by 





more in length. However, no rigid limits as to 
minimum or maximum will be imposed. 

. The Christianity exemplified in the manuscripts 
should be evangelical in doctrine and spirit. 


Manuscripts should be typewritten, double 
spaced, on 8% x ll inch paper. Author should 
retain carbon copy and submit original. Every 
precaution will be taken for safety of manu- 


w 


> 


oo 


each contestant. 


. A prize of $5,000.00 will be awarded the author 


of the entry considered best by the committee of 
judges. After the first edition author will receive 
royalties at usual rates. 


. Any manuscripts of merit not receiving the 


award will be considered for publication at 
regular royalty rates. 


scripts, but the publishers do not assume respon- 10. The publishers reserve the right to withhold the 
sibility in case of loss or damage. Manuscripts + of $5,000.00 should ,all entries prove 
wil be 0a ok elias thn consnat. of insufficient caliber to justify award. 

5. Author’s name and address, with the title of the 11. Contest closes March 1, 1948. | Manuscripts 
manuscript, should be placed in a sealed envel- —_ be submitted before midnight, March 
ope and enclosed with manuscript. Author’s . ‘ 
name should not appear on manuscript, Manu- 12. Manuscripts should be addressed to: Fiction 


scripts should be labeled, “Christian Fiction 
ntest.” 


Contest Editor, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 


Co., 255 Jefferson Ave., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


234 Pearl Street, N. W. 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 











Ww? 


56 (16) * 


BECOME A TRAINED 


CHRISTIAN WRITER 


Experienced Christian writers and authors 
earn $2,000 to $10,000 a year. Christian 
publishers today need them. We train you 
at home in spare time for a Christian 
writing career. Previous experience un- 
necessary. Personal training under su- 
pervision of staff of Sunday Magazine. 
Write for free sample lesson “You 
Develop Your Story.” 


Sunday Magazine School of Religious Journalism 
Dept. S 800 N. Clark Street , Chicago 10, IMinois 








Courses: Bible, Mis- 
sions, Christian Educa- 
tion, Theology, Evan- 
gelism, and Music. 
Accredited for veter- 
ans’ education. 

Hundreds of grad- 
uates in pastoral, mis- 
sionary, and educational 
work. Modern buildings— } 
attractive campus—spiritual " ‘ 
atmosphere. Students from 26 dane 
nations. Write for catalog. 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dept. ST Fort Wayne 6G, Indiana 







THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the man was always ragged and dirty, 
Benjy never failed to call out a pleas- 
ant “Hello!” 

“"'Lo, Benjy,” growled Pete. “Got 
somethin’ for me today?” 

“Sure, I brought you a doughnut. 
Here ’tis.” And Benjy pulled the dough- 
nut from his pocket. 

Poor Pete didn’t know enough to say 
“Thank you,” but he ate the doughnut 
as though it tasted very good. 

“Say, Pete, I want you to go with me 
to church tonight.” Benjy had quite a 
time getting the words out, but they 
were said at last. 

“Who? — Me?” Pete laughed at the 
idea. “They'd throw me out, ” he said. 
“I’m only a bum.” 

“No, they wouldn't. 
wants you to come.” 

But Pete shook his head. He had 
never been to church, and didn’t want to 
begin. 

Next morning Benjy invited Pete 
again as he gave him another break- 
fast doughnut. But Pete declared again 
that church was no place for him. 

For almost a week Benjy did that 
same thing every morning. Then some 
men in the saloon heard about it and, 
just for a joke, they got some clean 
clothes for Pete and made him wash 
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up and get shaved so he looked like 
a different man. And on Friday morn- 
ing he actually promised Benjy he would 
go with him. 

Never was a boy so proud and happy 
as the one who led Idaho Pete down the 
aisle to a front seat that evening. The 
evangelist seemed to talk just right for 
Pete to understand about God, sin, and 
salvation. And everybody prayed in 
their hearts that Pete would believe 
what he heard. 

Jesus, too, was interested in poor Pete. 
After the talk was over, the evangelist 
asked all who wanted to be saved to 
come down front and pray. Then it 
was that Jesus came and whispered in 
Pete’s ear, “Now is your time— come, 
and be made into a new man.” 

Anyhow, that is what Pete said after- 
ward, that Jesus called on one side and 
Benjy pulled on the other, so he just 
had to go. Of course Benjy went with 
him, and Pastor Olson came kneeling on 
the other side. He put his arm right 
around the poor trembling man and 
prayed so earnestly for him. 

All at once Pete stood up and said, 
“Jesus has taken me’ in where Benjy 
is, and all these other good people. I'll 
never go inside a saloon again—I be- 
long to another crowd now.” 

The last I heard, Pete was living for 
God and was very happy doing it. And 
Pastor Olson said Benjy caught his fish 
by using doughnuts as bait. 

FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 


we 


“When Johnny Comes Marching 
e Again” 
(Continued from page 44) 


home conditions, work conditions, and 
social life are all vitally affected or con- 
ditioned by his faith or lack of it. He 
has been urged by his chaplain at the 
Separation Center to contact his min- 
ister or pastor at home. Often these 
chaplains have written the home 
churches and pastors about their re- 
turning servicemen. The soldier is used 
to going to see the chaplain with his 
troubles in the Army, and has been 
urged to feel the same about his civilian 
chaplain. And so the home pastors and 
workers would do well to acquaint them- 
selves with the men and their needs and 
make themselves available to help in 
any possible way. 

Many of the churches, organizations, 
and pastors have kept in touch with 
their servicemen. These occasional let- 
ters, even though mimeographed (of 
course, personal letters were always es- 
pecially appreciated), meant much to 
many of these men. I know, because 
so many of them would pass them on 
for me to read. The gifts at Christmas 
and birthday remembrances brought 
their intended joy. This effort put forth 
by some has been a great investment, 
as well as providing a present oppor- 
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tunity for service. It is bound to result 
in, or at least encourage interest in the 
minds of the men, and prove a contact 
for future days. 


At most of the Separation Centers, the 
chaplain had part in the ceremony when 
the service of the men was recognized 
and they received their honorable dis- 
charges. Many of them had the oppor- 
tunity of saying the last word in this 
final formation—a sort of orientation 
to civilian life and status. This was gen- 
erally followed by a hearty handshake 
and a sincere, “God bless you.” I al- 
ways mentioned in my talk to the men 
that this expression of Godspeed, though 
spoken to hundreds of men, was not a 
vain repetition, but a sincere wish of 
the heart. I reminded them of what 
God’s blessing could mean in their lives 
in a practical way by repeating the 
words of the First Psalm. 


Keep in touch with your returning 
servicemen. Make friends with them 
and their families. Avoid fox-hole re- 
ligion stories (though some are undoubt- 
edly real and true); soldiers have had 
enough of that. Avoid just inviting these 
men to meetings and talking up church 
programs. Talk Christ with them. They 
need a Saviour, they need a Keeper, 
they need One who can satisfy the long- 
ings of their hearts, and meet the needs 
of their daily life. Show them how they 
can be “good soldiers of Jesus Christ,” 
and prove “what is that good, and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect, will of God” by 
presenting their bodies as “living sac- 
rifices.” 

Be on hand to meet, greet, and serve 
him, “WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCH- 
ING HOME AGAIN.” 

(To be concluded) 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 3 
2. Unbounded Christian Fellowship 
(Gal. 3:28; 1 John 4:18-21) 
Topics = copyrighted by the International 


Society of. Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE question of Christian fellowship 
is not always as simple and easy as 
some would have us think. The sincere 
and consistent believer will find many 
situations that cannot be dealt with as 
lightheartedly as Edward Markham 
suggests in his verse, which says: 
He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and I had the wit to win; 
We drew a circle that took Him in. 


However, we shall find in God’s Word 
certain basic principles that will help us 
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see what God would have us do in the 
matter of our fellowships. 
bd ; 

The first portion of our Scripture 
chosen for this week’s prayer meeting, 
Galatians 3:28, emphasizes that among 
believers there is to be no difference 
between Jew or Gentile (or if we might 
paraphrase it for today, between Chris- 
tian denominations); no difference be- 
tween slave or free (or, in.other words, 
no difference by reason of employment 
or social status in life); and no differ- 
ence between male or female since all 
are one in Christ. But let us be sure 
we get the emphasis on the right words 
in this verse. The words to be em- 
phasized are, “in Christ.” The question 
here is not one’s relationship to the world 
at large... That is dealt with elsewhere 
in God's Word. In this particular verse, 
Paul is talking about relationships be- 
tween believers, those who are “in 
Christ” by reason of having accepted 
Him as personal Saviour through faith 
in Him and belief in His Word. There 
was, for instance, a decided difference 


' between Jew and Gentile as-such. But 


once these were “in Christ” these dif- 
ferences disappeared. Just so, today, a 
Mohammedan, .a Jew, a Buddhist, and a 
Christian become one “in Christ,” not by 
any outward, shallow profession of 
brotherhood, but by becoming members 
of the family of God through accep- 
tance of His Son. 
bd 


The Scriptures make it plain that God 
is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). 
Through the death of the Lord Jesus, 
a new and living way has been opened 
by which anyone of any race or color 
may come to Him and become a mem- 
ber of the family of God (John 1:12). 
However, God has also prescribed cer- 
tain conditions that must be met by all 
if they are to have fellowship, first of 
all with Him, and then with other be- 
lievers. These conditions include the 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus as the 
unique Son of God, and as the personal 
Saviour of each one who would come to 
God. It includes belief in His Word, 
since it is only there that we learn of 
God’s Son, the Saviour of the world, 
and of His virgin birth, and bodily res- 
urrection and ascension. These simple 
conditions can be met by all who will, 
and therefore, God is entirely justified 
in refusing to grant sonship and fellow- 
ship to any who refuse to meet His 
simple conditions. 

we 


When, however, individuals or groups 


refuse to meet God’s simple conditions, 
what are believers to do? Are they 
called upon to have fellowship with 
such ones, even as with fellow believers? 
There is nothing in God’s Word that 
supports such a position. On the con- 
trary, Scriptures make it plain that be- 
lievers are to come out from among 
those who refuse to believe God and 
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aecept His Son (2 Cor. 6:17)... This ad-. 
monition is followed with the promise, 
“I will receive you, and will be a father 
uhte you, and ye shall be-my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 


But just how far is this matter of 
fellowship and separation to be carried? 
Must we refuse to have any dealings 
whatsoever with unbelievers? To carry 
separation to such a point as this would 
mean little opportunity of winning those 
who do not know or acknowledge the 
Lerd Jesus. Certainly, however, our 
fellowship with unbelievers should net 
include worshiping with them or join- 
ing in their forms of worship just as 
a gesture of good fellowship. Certainly 
our fellowship with unbelievers should 
het include jeining with them in se- 
called Christian service, for we know 
that no service can be aceepted by God 
when rendered by those who do not 
know and acknowledge His Son. Our 
fellowship with unbelievers obviously 
should not include our giving, for thus 
we open the way fer our tithes and 
offerings to be used ih spreading a gos- 
pel which is not the Gospel, and for 
supporting works that are contrary to 
God’s Will. 

ue 

Our second Scripture portion from 1 
John 4, verses 18 to 21, brings us a word 
of caution that is important in this mat- 
ter of Christian fellowship and sepata- 
tion. If we truly belong to God and His 
leve is filling our hearts, then we will 
show love toward all men whether they 
be bélievers or not. God’s love is not 
confined to those who love Him and 
serve Him and acknowledge His Son. 
He loves the world, and gave His Son 
that men who did not love Him might 
come.to know Him and love Hiin, There 
should be no room in our hearts for 
unlove toward our fellow men. It may 
be necessary for us,to refuse to worship 
with unbelievers. ot to join with them in 
so-called. Christian service or te con- 
tribute to their. work, but we can still 
treat. them with true Christian love and 
courtesy. and consideration, and, per- 
haps, by. our very Christlike cenduct, 
win them fos the Lord Jesus. It may 
be necessary for us to disagree with un- 
believers, but we can do so in a way 
that will. honor our Lord and Master, 
tather than bring the cause’ of Christ 
into disrepute. 

Certainly, these verses in 1 John 
should help us to see that among true 
believers there should be no strife and 
bitterness and faultfinding. We may not 
always agree with our fellow Christian's 
conduct, but we can love the individual, 
just as God has loved us, not because 
we have always been obedient and faith- 
ful children, but because that is His 
nature. ; 
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New Opportunities for Bible 
Distribution, 
(Continued from page 47) 


those responsible for the distribution, 
but also on the part of those charged 
with releasing information and collect- 
ing funds. American Christians might 
well award an “E” pennant for excel- 
lence for the work done during the war 
emergency. 

We might add that various denomina- 
tional groups have demonstrated their 
confidence by giving more than $1,000,- 
000 through the Society’s War Emer- 
gency Fund since July, 1940. This amount 
is in addition to the money given for 
the regular work. 


Woritp Emercency NEEpDs 


One hundred and thirty years of his- 
tory has given the Society the “know 
how,” but age has not produced a con- 
servatism blind to the demands of this 
new day. An example of this awareness 
is seen in the preparations made for the 
distribution of Russian Scriptures, if 
and when such distribution is allowed. 
It is demonstrated in the willingness to 
furnish peper, plates, and even money 
to other Bible Societies in foreign coun- 
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tries if such assistance will guarantee 
the distribution of the Scriptures: 

The Bible Society is to be commended 
for its purpose to make the Scriptures 
available for new literates the world 
around, Note has been taken of the 
world campaign to banish adult illiter- 
acy, and every encouragement should 
be given for the translation of the 
Scriptures into the vernacular and the 
experience level of these new literates. 
This is truly a world emergency need. 

The members of the Council wish to 
point out that the overwhelming de- 
mand for the Word of God upon the 
American Bible Society has created a 
real problem for those who are charged 
with the responsibility of balancing the 
budget. Plans have been made to raise 
at least three million dollars for world 
emergency needs before July 1, 1948. 
This is a conservative figure when 
viewed in the light of a world need — 
a need that should challege all denomi- 
national groups to give the matter seri- 
ous and prayerful consideration. 


DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED STATES 


It has always been the policy of the 
Society, born of years of experience, 
that the Scriptures should be sold when- 
ever possible. The Advisory Council be- 
lieves that this is a wise policy, and has 
complete confidence that the American 
Bible Society will see to it that no one 
in America who really wants and needs 
free Scriptures will be left without them. 
It appears that the indiscriminate giving 
of Scriptures to Americans who can af- 
ford to purchase them is not a proper 
stewardship of funds given by Chris- 
tians, when there are so many destitute 
people in other nations who are hungry 
for the Scriptures. 

All church groups io that the 
record of the American Bible Society 
in the translation, publication, distribu- 
tion, and promotion of the use of the 
Bible has been one that merits continued 
co-operation and unqualified support. 
There has never been any effort on the 
part of the Society to high-pressure any 
group, and the books and financial rec- 
ords of the Society are available for 
study by the smallest sect. 


New DEPARTMENT INAUGURATED 


Visual aids have been demon- 
strated as a superior teaching technique 
during the war, and the Advisory Coun- 
cil rejoiees to see the Society giving 
added emphasis to this medium of edu- 
cation and promotion. The Council 
commends the Society’s plans for de- 
veloping an enlarged service in this field, 
particularly in the preparation of suit- 
able films telling the story of the work 
at home and abroad, stimulating sup- 
port, and encouraging the use of the 
Scriptures. 

The Council regards the use of Bible 
trailers as a worth-while experiment, 
and urges the officers of the Society to 
give it every consideration and possible 
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trial. It also heartily endorses the plan 
of a Bible distribution chairman in each 
synod, presbytery, classis, conference, 
or association. Each denomination is 
urged to give all possible help in ap- 
pointing such representatives. 
Recognition is also taken of the fact 
that added emphasis is being given to 
the work of the blind by giving the 
head of the work special secretarial 
standing. War always increases the 
nurnber of the blind, and the work done 
in this field by the Society will count 
for more im the years ahead. The work 
of publishing a simple concordance for 
the blind should be encouraged. 
Recognition is also given renewed em- 
phasis being placed on the Bible read- 
ing period between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, sponsored by the Society. The 
response to the 1945 campaign indicates 
a growing interest in Bible reading. The 
campaign has been recognized by Presi- 
dent Truman and by thirty-one gover- 
ners in official proclamations. Nearly 
twenty million pieces of literature re- 
garding the period have been distributed. 
Finally, we want to express our feel- 
ing that the men who are guiding the 
destinies of the Bible Society not only 
are interested in distributing the Bible, 
but they are men who know the Bible 
and find their motive for distribution 
not in numbers but in the eternal truth 
to be found. For an enslaved world, 
we can do no better than spread the 
Truth. For only as men come to know 
the Truth can they be really free. 
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More About Doctors 


(Continued from second page) 


tinction among Jews and Romans. To 
the chief captain, who rescued him from 
the mob at Jerusalem, Paul declared, “I 
am aman which am a Jew of Tarsus, 
a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean 
city . . .” Then, having received per- 
mission to address the crowd, Paul re- 
peated what he had told the captain and 
added that he had been “brought up in 
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the perfect manner 
of the law of the fathers...” (Acts 21: 
39 to 22:3). When they were about to 
scourge him, Paul had recourse to his 
Roman citizenship (vs, 25-28). Brought 
before the Sanhedrin, he cried out, “Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son 
of a Pharisee” (23:6). In his defense 
before Agrippa he declared, “After the 
most straitest sect of our religion I lived 
a Pharisee” (26:5). Festus thought that 
it was Paul’s learning that drove him 
insane (26:24). Finally, Paul showed 
that if anyone had the right to confidence 
in the flesh, he had such a right, saying: 
“Though I might also have confidence 
in the flesh. If any other man think- 
eth he hath whereof he might trust in 
the flesh, I more: circumcised the 
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the best book for their Church 
and School. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


352-A6 North Waller Ave. Chicago 44, tI. 


a 
' Fras y 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO., 352-AG No. Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Ill. 

Gentlemen: As we need new sons books in our Church please send us FREE 
Sample of ‘“‘Tabernacle Hymns Number Four’’—the Song Book of the Nation. f 
Satisfies young 
end old—an all- 
purpose book for 
@very use. At- 
tractive cloth 
cover, strongly 
bound. Priceonly 
$60.00 a 100, not 

prepaid. 


Name 





Address 





1 am © Pastor, 0) Superintendent, OF..........-....2-..-.0--cceeeeeses-snenansssnennenannnremeneommentnatenmensanees 
Chureh and Total 
De ination Membership  ......<..cccceerarercssovees 








Expect to buy new song books. (date) 
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Free Tithing Leaflets 


PREE to any Evangelical Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 
“GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE FOR YOUR 
FINANCIAL PROSPERITY,” for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
Tithing before distribution. To secure these leaflets, 
please write, stating denomination and number of leaf- 
ets desired, to 


TITHER pny Title oy Biée. 


















REACHING JEWS FOR CHRIST 


By Redio in Three Largest and Other Cities 
Throughout the Country Every Sunday. Hun- 
dreds write for Prophecy New Testaments, 


WRITE FOR FREE COPY 


Bi-Monthly Paper and List of Stations 
rrying this Unique Program, now in its 
10th Yearl 

COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen'l P.O. Ne 


£3 
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Join the Lesson-a-Week Club 


Flannel board material that is different. 
LARGE FIGURES HAND PAINTED 
COMPLETE LESSON 
Sent out first of each month 


Lessons for Special Days included 
$1.00 month $1.50 two months $8.00 year 


LESSON-A-WEEK CLUB, Box 929, (Bristow, Okla. 


Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 

P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 








National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Ine. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED 1917 


710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Supported by voluntary contributions. Distribution 
FREE to Veterans Hospitals, Industrial Plants, 
Army, Navy, etc. THE NEED IS GREAT — $10.00 
will supply 50 Testaments, $5.00 will supply 25 Testa- 
ments, and $1.00 will supply 5 Testaments. 





Write for FREE copy of 


The Book Distribution of the Biblical 
Research Society 


A 32-page booklet giving the salient points concerning 
the Society’s literary method of reaching the Jew. 
One reader writes: "1 like the little booklet, which . 
convincing and explanatory of your good work. . it ic 
truly ‘precious seed’ in spreading the good news of the saving 
grace of the Lord Jesus. For your copy “4 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY,Inc.  __ 
4417 Berenice Avenue Dept. ST Los Angeles 31, Calif, 








NOW 


WANTED 
Young Men, Young Women 
FOR TRAINING IN 
PSYCHIATRIC NURSING 


Write Director of Nurses 
CHRISTIAN anastamciatentatn Wyckoff, N. J. 
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eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Phari- 
see” (Phil. 3:4, 5). 

Certainly Paul did not marshal these 
impressive facts of his life history as 
a ground for confidence before God, for 
he immedittely adds, “But what things 
were gain to-.me, those I counted loss 
for Christ,” and he desired te “be found 
in him, not having mine own righteous- 
ness, which is of the iaw, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith” (Phil. 
3:7, 9). But is there anyone today, who 
calls himself a Christian, so presumptu- 
ous as to imagine that his degrees give 
him access tc God, either in this life 
or hereafter? 


Christian ministers and teachers know 
perfectly well that degrees given by 
men mean nothing in God’s sight, and 
His rewards will not be based on the 
number of capital letters after a man’s 
name. But when degrees are given by 
colleges and universities of high stand- 
ards, they do have some value in our 
relations with one another. For instance, 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(Ph.D.) is much to be desired in educa- 
tional circles today. It is an earned 
degree, and generally indicates at least 
three years of exacting, graduate studies 
after college (frequently many more 
years of study), and our Christian col- 
leges are glad to get Christian professors 
with that degree. The initials “M.D.” 
show at once that a man or woman is 
a medical doctor, having completed cer- 
tain studies and met state requirements. 
The degree of D.D. (Doctor of Divinity) 
is honorary, given to a minister who, in 
the opinion of the institution granting 
the degree, has rendered outstanding 
service in his fieid. Evangelical believers 
are glad to number in their ranks men 
who, by downright hard work, industri- 
ous use of their time, and close applica- 
tion to their task have earned certain 
distinctions. 


Pride is not all on the side of educa- 
tion, for there is a pride of ignorance 
as well as of learning. There are men 
who flaunt their lack of education as 
ostentatiously as others display their de- 
grees. But all rride is wrong and a 
blot on Christian testimony. It was pre- 
sumably one of the older writers (though 
the Editors do not know the source) who 
outlined five kinds of pride in the fol- 
lowing clever way: 


Pride of 

RACE 

PLACE 

LACE 

FACE 

GRACE 

These scarcely need any explanation 

—and the last kind of pride is the worst 
of all. 


“He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31). 
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The 75th Anniversary of Moody 
Bible Institute 


HE Diamond anniversary (75th) of 

the founding of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, will be celebrated in a 
special ten-day session of the fortieth 
Founder’s Week Conference, February 
4 to 13. Three extra days have been 
added to accommodate the more than 
fifty outstanding speakers and musicians 
on the program. 


An unusual feature will be the Moody- 
ana exhibit, assembied after months of 
extensive research. Rare books, letters, 
and many articles connected with the 
early history of the Institute and its 
renowned founder, Dwight L. Moody, 
will be on display. The conference com- 
memorates the 109th anniversary of 
Moody’s birth. 


Daytime services, beginning at 8.30 
a.m., will be held in Torrey-Gray Audi- 
torium on the Institute campus; all eve- 
ning meetings, as well as those on Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday 
afternoons, will be held in Moody Me- 
morial Church, Clark Street and North 
Avenue. 

ve 


The New National 
Sunday School Association 


HIS past year has seen the forma- 

tion of the new National Sunday 
School Association, an interdenomina- 
tional and evangelical organization. It 
will promote Sunday school conventions, 
the first national convention to be held 
in Chicago, October 2-6, 1946. 


The Association also plans to issue a 
new series of Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, which will emphasize evange- 
lism and true Christian living. A com- 
mittee of ten evangelical Bible teachers 
is now being formed to prepare the 
series, and there will also be an advisory 
committee of one hundred conservative 
ministers and publishers. 


The executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Sunday School Association is C. 
V. Egemeier, formerly with the Greater 
Chicago Sunday School Association. The 
executive committee is as follows: presi- 
ident, Archer E. Anderson, Duluth, 
Minn.; vice-president, Clarence H. Ben- 
son, Maitland, Fla.; secretary, James De- 
Forest Murch, Cincinnati, Ohio; treas- 
urer, Robert C. Van Kampen, Chicago, 
Ti; Jesse R. Hastings, Chicago; L. C. 
Honderick, Toronto; Leslie R. Marston, 
Greenville, Ill.; J. P. McCallie, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; A. J. Metzler, Scottdale, 
Pa.; Ralph M. Riggs, Springfield, Mo.; 
H. H. Savage, Pontiac, Mich. 


The headquarters of the National Sun- 
day School Association are at 343 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 4. 














‘Lesson for February 3 


Ghe Sunday School Gines 


President: Pamir E. Howarp 

Vice-President: Harry J. JAEGER 

Treasurer: D. T. RichMAN 

Advertising Manager: Rosert H. Broom 

Editor: Pur E. Howarp, Jr. 

Associate Editor: JoHN W. LANE, JR. 

Correspondence Editor: Emmy D. Smiru 

Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; ERNesT GORDON, 
Survey, some editorials and reviews. 








Former Editors: H. Cray TRUMBULL, 
1875-1903; CHarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903- 
1941. 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





January 28 to February 3 


Mon.—Psalm 4. A Prayer of Trust. 

Prayer Succrstions: “The Lord will 
hear when I call unto him.” The crown 
jewels of England are doubly protected 
by guards and by electrified wires. But 
the godly are better protected, being ob- 
served by the all-seeing eye of God and 
surrounded by His omnipotent power. 
Uncondemned hearts may apply unto 
themselves the words, “The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers” (1 
Pet. 3:12). The security of the godly is 
GOD. “None... that trust in him shall 
be desolate” (Psa. 34:22). Pray that the 
Church may see her missionary oppor- 
tunity in Italy, Germany, Japan, and 
other occupied countries. 


Tues.—Leviticus 23:39-43. 
A Feast. Unto the Lord, 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “A feast unto the 
Lord.” There is a time to mourn and 
a time to rejoice. God in His love and 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times’ advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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wisdom, who appointed goodly festivals 
for the Jews, has ordained a love feast 
for His Church — the commemoration of 
the Lord’s Supper telling of. His death 
and coming again. (See 1 Cor. 5.8.) 
The first day of the week is also a spir- 
itual feast time when Christ’s word of 
salvation and wisdom ministers to hun- 
gry souls. Pray for days of blessing in 
China sorely needed after dreary years 
of war. 


Wed.—Psalm 126. The Promise of Joy. 


PraYeR SuccesTions: “He .. . shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.” Some 
divine blessings follow our doing the 
will of God. Sheaves result from tear- 
filled sowing of the Gospel seed. Give 
the Lord what costs something, and you 
will have a harvest that will fill your 
heart with joy and your lips with song. 
The reason many Ghristians see so little 
fruit from their labors for Christ is be- 
cause they have more motion than emo- 


(23) 63 





Tune in Every Safurday Morning 


THE CLUB 
GosPEL SINGERS 


with GEORGE BEVERLY SHEA 
and readings by BEVERLY TAYLOR 


’“CLuB TIME... 
FOR THY GOOD CHEER” 
THE AMERICAN (‘‘BLUEB’’) NETWORK 
Sponsored by 
Club Aluminum Products Co., Chicago 

















Through the Bible Study 


9 Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


a Or. Hartin J. Rover. Foner 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young Foeewie’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


" | Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 














[Visual Teaching] 



































for complete samples of Sunday School 


1517 N. Third Street 





No Coloring! 


MANUAL of VISUAL TEACHING 


FOR YOUR FLANNELBOARD 


You can teach the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons on your flannelboard from beautifully 
colored cut-outs with flannelized backing. Saves many 
hours of Preparation, This method enables you to 
hold children’s interest by combining word with action. 
13 lessons; 13 sets of cut-outs with clear instructions. 
Issued quarterly gt an amazingly low price—$2.00. 

PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK for coloring to 
) accompany the Manual, 12c per set. 
Other flannelboard lessons and accessories for every . Catalog free. Send 10c. 
quarterlies cal papert. . 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


No Mounting! 
THE FAMOUS 


Harrisburg, Pa. 











BOYS AND GIRLS 
EDUCATED TOGETHER 


Campus life at John Brown University brings America’s 
finest young men and women in normal Christian, social and 


scholastic relationships. 


Realizing the necessity of boy and girl relationship in the normal life of the youth 
of today, this university has designed courses of special interest to young women as 
well as vocational and commercial training for both men and women. 


Homemakers’ courses of interest to girls include Music and Home Economics — 


Dress Styling and Foods. 


ACADEMIC, VOCATIONAL AND BIBLE COLLEGES 


—Courses— 
Business and Accounting 
Journalism and Printing 
Electricity and Radio 
Mechanics and Engineering Music School 


—Facitifies— 
5000 Watt Radio Station Airfield 
Print Shop Classrooms 
Laboratories Concert Halts 
Diversified Farms Machine Shops 


Training men and women for living that covats. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


JOHN E. BROWN | 


SILOAM 


SPRINGS, 


The Heart of the 





©. Preside st 


ARK 


Oxarks 
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WITH A LIFE INCOME 


Freedom from financial worry, espe- 
cially In the declining years of life 
is something most of us are striving 
for. Salvation Army, Annuities pro- 
vide just this sort of security and 
Independence against old age. Af 
the same time, it gives you a part- 
nership in the many activities of 
this great religious and charitable 
organization. 


Guaranteed Protection 
These annuities are protected by 
the experience, the Integrity and re- 
sources of The Salvatiqn Army plus 
the legal reserve and surplus funds 
required by law. Gift Annuity agree- 
ments are issued under the authority 
of New York State Insurance De- 
partment. 


DOUBLE BENEFITS 


@ A guaranteed life income. 
@ Regular payments. 


@ Certain income tax deduc- 
tions. 


@ Security of your investment. 
@ No service fees. 
@ A share in the spiritual and 


physical program for those 
less fortunate. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY 


(A NEW YORK CORPORATION) 
120-139 West 14th Street, New York .II, N. Y 


Gentlemen: | am interested in your Annuities. Pleose 
send me, without obligation, copy of your lotest 
booklet. 
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tion in what they do for Him. Pray for 
a new awakening to Biblical evange- 
lism in America—evangelism of the 
“every creature” variety. 


Thurs.—Leviticus 16:29-34, 
The Preparation For a Feast. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Ye shall afflict 
your souls.” The yearly feast commem- 
orating the putting away of sin required 
special preparation for its observance. 
Exercise of soul was necessary for an 
appreciation. of Christ brought to mind 
by the yearly sacrifice on the day of 
Atonement. In like manner, self-exam- 
ination before the Lord’s Supper is the 
duty of every Christian. For sins that 
we have done, He groaned upon the tree. 
Pray for a more Biblical observance of 
the Lord’s Supper’in your congregation. 


Fri.—Deuteronomy 32:1-7, 
A Call to Remembrance. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Remember the 
days of old, consider the years of many 
generations.” The past well remembered 
often brings present comfort and good 
lessons for future practice. Experience 
has a good voice and has something to 
say worth hearing. Only those benefited 
by the past, really minister in the pres- 
ent. Future experience of pleasure or 
pain comes out of the past. If you 
would have the Lord enable you to es- 
cape its evils, “consider the years of 
many generations.” Pray that your eyes 
may be opened by the Lord to see the 
profitable things in days that are past. 


Sat.—John 7:14-24, The Lord at the Feast. 


PraYER Succestions: “Now about the 
midst of the feast Jesus went up into 
the temple, and taught.” Those who 
kept the feast of Tabernacles did not rec- 
ognize that Christ, “the Word [that] was 
made flesh,” was actually tabernacling 
among them. While they kept the feast 
they knew not that the One in whose 
honor they kept it was dwelling among 
them. They knew Him not. Judge them not 
too harshly, for, alas, the bleeding Sav- 
iour, our coming King, memorialized in 
the communion service, too often is over- 
looked. Pray that you may, beyond the 
bread and wine in Spirit, see the 
wounded Lamb of God exalted and com- 
ing again. 


Sun.—Psalm 65:1, 9-13. God of Earth. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Thou visitest 
the earth.” God’s interest in and 
watchcare over the earth He has made 
appears in the blessings He bestows. 
Pastures clothed with flocks, valleys 
covered with corn, the year crowned 
with His goodness tell of His presence 
and kindness. The paths of God “drop 
fatness.” The happiest people in all 
the world should be those blessed 
with the greater blessing of salvation. 
The doxology should be daily upon 
our lips. Pray that you may be quick 
to see indications of God’s present, 
personal interest in vour life. 
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